
Every Vote Counts, Every Donor Counts 
 
Dear League Presidents and Volunteers, 
 
More than 300,000 new organ and tissue donors have enrolled in the New 
York State Donate Life Registry (Registry) through voter registration forms 
since the option first became available. Donate Life New York State (NYS) is grateful for our 
partnership with the League of Women Voters of New York. We are proud to be associated with an 
organization whose mission is so important, and one that has generously helped advance our mission to 
ensure a transplant for every New Yorker in need. 
 
With voter registration season upon us, we wanted to share some information and resources that you 
may find helpful. Our hope is that every League volunteer will be confident in answering questions 
about organ and tissue donation and in encouraging donor enrollment. 
 
Included in this toolkit are a Fact Sheet, Poster, County by County Data, Service Area Map & Contact 
List, and a Story of Hope that demonstrates the importance of increasing enrollment in the Registry. 
While we have made great strides in New York, our state still has the third highest need for donors in 
the country, yet the second lowest percentage of registered donors. You can help those in need by 
encouraging donor enrollment at every opportunity. 
 
How to promote the New York State Donate Life Registry: 
 

• Educate your team! Share our Fact Sheet with everyone who will be volunteering at voter 
registration drives. Keep copies handy at voter registration tables for easy reference when 
needed. 

• Work with your regional Donate Life organizations (refer to Service Area Map & Contact List). 
Our members can provide a training session for volunteers and recruit representatives to attend 
voter registration events. Data has shown that the presence of a donation community member 
greatly increases the percentage of donor enrollments on the voter registration form.   

• Promote the Registry in your communications. Add the link https://donatelife.ny.gov/register/ to 
websites, newsletters and email signatures. Follow DonateLifeNYS on social media (Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram and LinkedIn) to share our posts. 

 
Just as every vote counts, every donor provides hope to the more than 9,500 New Yorkers currently 
waiting for a lifesaving transplant. One organ donor can save 8 lives through organ donation, restore 
sight through cornea donation, and improve countless others through tissue donation. If you have any 
questions, please call (518) 326-3237, email info@dlnys.org or contact your local member organization. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Donate Life New York State 
 

https://donatelife.ny.gov/register/
mailto:info@dlnys.org


 

• More than 300,000 individuals have joined the New York State Donate Life Registry via voter registrtion forms. 

• Today, approximately 10,000 New Yorkers are waiting for life saving organ transplants.  

• New Yorkers typically make up 10% of the United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS) national organ transplant waiting list.

• More than 400 New Yorkers die each year due to a shortage of donors.

• Don’t count yourself out. People of all ages and medical histories should consider themselves potential donors. The medical 
condition of the donor at the time of death will determine what organs and tissue can be donated. 

• Organ and tissue donation becomes an option only after all life-saving measures have been taken and death has been 
declared. The decision to donate does not interfere with medical care.

• Consent for donation is confirmed, and the family is asked to participate in the process by providing a medical and 
social history.

• Surgical procedures are used to recover donated organs and tissues. Donation does not delay or change funeral arrangements, 
and an open casket is possible.

• All major religions support organ and tissue donation.

• There is no cost to a donor’s family or estate for organ and tissue donation.

• Organs are distributed based on medical information like blood type, body size and tissue type matching through a national 
computer network operated by the UNOS. It is illegal to distribute organs based on nonmedical information such as wealth, 
citizenship or celebrity status.

• It is illegal to buy or sell organs and tissue in the United States.

• Donated organs, including the heart, pancreas, kidneys, liver, lungs, and intestines restore life.

• Tissue is needed to replace bone, tendons, and ligaments lost to trauma, cancer and other diseases in order to improve 
strength, mobility and independence. Corneas are needed to restore sight. Skin grafts help burn patients heal, and often 
mean the difference between life and death. Heart valves repair cardiac defects and damage.

•  It is possible to donate a kidney, partial liver, lung or pancreas as a living donor. 

donatelifenys.org

GET THE FACTS
ABOUT ORGAN, EYE & TISSUE DONATION

Donate Life New York State

• One donor can save the lives of 8 people through organ donation and improve 75 more through eye and tissue donation. 

• Anyone age 16 and older can enroll in the New York State Donate Life Registry. There is no maximum age of enrollment.
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To partner on voter registration drives or for education on 
organ and tissue donation, use the map below to find contact
information for the Donate Life organizations serving your region. 

Center for Donation & Transplant
Laura Fissette
lfissette@cdtny.org
518-264-8740

Finger Lakes Donor Recovery Network
Amy James
amy_james@urmc.rochester.edu
585-272-4930

Lions Eye Bank at Albany
Joanne Beach
jbeach@lionseyebankalbany.org
518-489-7606

Lions Eye Bank at Rochester
Karen Guarino
kguarino@lebrochester.org
585-272-7890

LiveOnNY
Karen Cummings
kcummings@liveonny.org
646-291-4454

Eye-Bank for Sight Restoration
Chadwick Shank
cshank@ebsr.org
212-742-9000

ConnectLife (formerly Unyts)
Sarah Diina
sdiina@connectlife.org
716-512-7914

New
York

For more information on organ and tissue donation, 
visit donatelifenys.org or contact:
info@dlnys.org  |  518.326.3237  |  185 Jordan Road Troy, NY 12180



County 
Actionable 
Donor 
Designations    

ADD Share

Number of 
individuals enrolled 
in New York 
State Donate Life 
Registry

Number of 
individuals 
enrolled in New 
York State Donate 
Life Registry as a 
percentage of the 
population

Albany 109,847 43.9%

Allegany 17,982 48.7%

Bronx 242,923 22.6%

Broome 72,992 47.3%

Cattaraugus 33,035 55.3%

Cayuga 29,257 47.3%

Chautauqua 52,824 51.9%

Chemung 36,928 55.9%

Chenango 17,647 46.8%

Clinton 31,837 48.1%

Columbia 26,918 54.5%

Cortland 18,321 47.4%

Delaware 16,189 43.8%

Dutchess 102,291 43.0%

Erie 360,553 49.3%

Essex 17,284 55.4%

Franklin 18,368 45.3%

Fulton 18,501 43.3%

Genesee 24,405 53.3%

Greene 18,700 47.2%

Hamilton 2,362 61.8%

Herkimer 19,860 40.6%

Jefferson 50,554 59.5%

Kings 542,024 27.2%

Lewis 10,799 53.0%

Livingston 25,006 48.1%

Madison 27,421 48.0%

Monroe 271,925 46.4%

Montgomery 14,932 39.2%

Nassau 334,388 31.4%

New York 608,523 43.7%

Niagara 88,505 52.6%

Oneida 67,014 37.1%

County 
Actionable 
Donor 
Designations    

ADD Share

Number of 
individuals enrolled 
in New York 
State Donate Life 
Registry

Number of 
individuals 
enrolled in New 
York State Donate 
Life Registry as a 
percentage of the 
population 

Onondaga 177,520 48.9%

Ontario 49,026 56.1%

Orange 110,840 39.0%

Orleans 14,110 43.3%

Oswego 45,614 49.0%

Otsego 23,081 46.0%

Putnam 32,829 41.5%

Queens 408,786 22.5%

Rensselaer 56,273 44.0%

Richmond 100,138 26.9%

Rockland 75,103 32.0%

Saint Lawrence 35,643 41.4%

Saratoga 101,871 55.6%

Schenectady 54,713 44.9%

Schoharie 11,719 45.7%

Schuyler 7,769 53.8%

Seneca 11,298 41.2%

Steuben 40,424 53.9%

Suffolk 465,814 40.0%

Sullivan 22,568 37.9%

Tioga 20,940 54.7%

Tompkins 51,004 58.2%

Ulster 65,432 44.6%

Warren 28,072 53.5%

Washington 21,562 43.6%

Wayne 35,649 50.5%

Westchester 275,150 36.6%

Wyoming 16,272 50.1%

Yates 9,270 47.9%

Out of State 22,602

TOTAL 5,721,207 36.5%

New York State 
County Data
Statewide, 36.5% of the population has joined 
the New York State Donate Life Organ and Tissue 
Donor Registry. The national average is 57.7%.

Actionable Donor Designations as of April 30, 2019



29th and never looked back. Five and a half weeks post-
transplant, Ken was back on a baseball field doing what 
he loves. 

Ken has also lost two very close friends, Bob Schleicher 
and Jessi-Ann Betcher, and misses them both. “I swore 
when they passed that I would continue this journey 
for them. I will continue to share my story whenever 
possible until New York gains more awareness for organ 
donation.”

Ken Frawley was a normal 
kid growing up, and played 
baseball his entire life. He 
pitched for White Plains 
High School and St. Thomas 
Aquinas College, setting 
the regular season school 
record for appearances in a 
single season. Ken received 
a degree in accounting 
in 2012, an MBA in 2014, 
and began working as an 

Accountant for Pepsico. That all changed 8 months later.

In the middle of a softball game, Ken experienced what 
doctors called a “fatal arrhythmia” and was told that 
he should have been dead in the middle of the field. 
His left ventricle had enlarged and the muscle wall had 
weakened, leaving his heart in a dangerously ineffective 
state. Within a month, Ken received a defibrillator and 

KEN FRAWLEY’S STORY OF HOPE

D O N A T E  L I F E  N E W  Y O R K  S T A T E  ·  1 8 5  J O R D A N  R O A D  ·  T R O Y ,  N E W  Y O R K  1 2 1 8 0

Ken was placed on the transplant waitlist for a new heart 
and was told by his medical team they were hoping for 
a heart in 3 to 6 months; otherwise they would advise 
him to go to another hospital out of state. Because of 
the low donation rates and long wait times in New York, 
Ken decided to go to Newark Beth Israel as well. During 
the evaluation at Newark Beth Israel, Ken was told that 
they wanted him to stay. “That was one of the scariest 
moments of my life, a heart transplant was always we had 
just spoken about and now I was going to be stuck in a 
hospital until I got one,” Ken recalls. “I still remember 
crying myself to sleep every night after my family and 
loved ones would go home. Little did I know that in 9 
days, I got a phone call telling me that there was a heart 
and it was going to be mine. That was the best night of 
sleep I got during the entire experience.”

Ken went into surgery at 2:30 pm on August 20, 2016. 
He woke up on August 21st and began his journey to 
recovery. He was released from the hospital on August 

began working with his doctors to improve his hearts’ 
function. Things were getting better and Ken was well 
on his way to feeling healthy again. 

In May 2016, Ken had what he thought was a bad head 
cold, however, once it was gone, he could no longer 
breathe. He would have to stop to catch my breath just 
walking from his office to his car a few hundred feet 
away. An echocardiogram showed that his heart had 
weakened and his body could no longer compensate 
from the lack of blood flow. Ken needed a new heart. 

He tried to keep playing baseball through it but couldn’t. 
Ken felt like the hope that he had given his family, 
friends and teammates was gone, and that he had let 
them down. “It’s an impossibly hard thing, at 26 years 
old, to know deep down that you’re dying and trying to 
stay positive in front of everyone,” says Ken.  “It’s a very 
lonely feeling to go down that road the way I tried to.”

“I’ve been immensely lucky to have lived the life that I have lived and to 
receive the second chance that I have. I’ve met some of the greatest 

people who share this journey with me, and for that I’m grateful.”




