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Sometimes it seems as though there is  never a dull moment. We had the election, 
then Thanksgiving, and now we face a change in the rules of recycling.  Last 
month, we thought that recycling could not continue.  China was refusing to ac-
cept our plastics and paper goods.  They said they were not clean.  Mixing every-
thing together in one can caused trouble: the glass cut into the cardboard, drips 
from the plastic bottles ran all over the paper.  And perhaps many people did not 
wash their recycled cans and jars very well.  With the lower prices paid for the 
commodities, especially for glass, and the difficulty finding buyers, the recycla-
bles piled up. Pictures of the Brookhaven Recycling Warehouse showed piles of 
trash that looked as though they would be there forever. 

I was at the Brookhaven Town Board meeting on November 20 when Supervisor 
Romaine spoke about his solution and his commitment to recycling, as a way to 
make “Brookhaven Town, and the world, a cleaner, greener place to live.”      
Christopher Andrade, Commissioner of Recycling, described the transition from a 
single stream recycling system to a double stream system.  Under the contract with 
Green Stream the company paid the expenses of sorting and baling the recyclables 
and got its profit only from sales to buyers; buyers can be anyone from mills over-
seas or local brokers looking to sell products to facilities processing and reusing 
the materials.  

Although Green Stream has been able to regain control of the recyclables and is 
finding buyers, the town will not longer go out to bid but will be part an              
intermunicipal agreement, with Smithtown and Southold. The Town will be       
publicizing the new plan, which began on November 28 with commingled plastics 
and metals, and will continue the next week with paper and cardboard and then 
will rotate between the two. The Town will be doing more education, about the 
importance of cleaning the materials, and the things that can not be recycled. 
Glass, for instance, will not be recycled. The Town is opening five satellite facili-
ties where they hope people will bring the glass to dispose of it.  They hope it be 
more       saleable if it is  sorted  by color.  For those who do not wish or cannot 
deliver the glass to the satellites, it will end up in the garbage pick up.  To date, the 
recycling system affects only residents who pay for waste management through 
their taxes or rent.  Commercial establishments, schools, and other institutions are 
not taxed for it and are not included in the weekly collections.  Many companies 
recycle on their own, but adding them to the town collection might be a good thing 
to think about next.  

____________________________________________________________ 

RICK BRAND ON THE RECENT ELECTION 

 We are looking forward to December 10 when Rick Brand will review the 
recent election.  As a reporter for Newsday for many years, he is very familiar 
with the political connections and divisions in Suffolk County, and will also in-
form us about the impact of the national election. We often turn to him with   
questions about local issues, or something that happened at the Suffolk County 
Legislature that bewildered us, and he has always been able to explain it.  So bring 
your questions, and prepare for an interesting afternoon.  
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NO DRILLING IN THE OCEAN 

 

On November 12, Brian Langloss,  Campaign Organizer from Oceana.com spoke to us about the federal govern-

ment’s plan to lease areas in the ocean to companies that wish to drill for oil and gas. Brian brought us up to date 

with the campaign Oceana is running to oppose it.   Four towns in Suffolk County have already adopted memo-

rializing resolutions to send to the government, explaining why they oppose the drilling.  He asked us to ask 

Brookhaven, Smithtown, Islip and Huntington, which are the four towns that have not sent anything, to draft a 

resolution also.  He also hopes we can get some of the villages on board.  He thinks that some action may be 

taken before the end of the year so we are developing a plan to contact other towns and villages. Ocana’s web-

site states they expect a new proposal to be submitted, with a new public comment  period, which would give us 

more time.  I wrote to Congressman Zeldin to ask if he know what is being planned and this was his answer, 

along with some comment about other issues, “Even just the exploratory phase of offshore drilling would be det-

rimental. The seismic testing would affect fish and marine life    populations and is a major concern for our envi-

ronmentalists, fishermen, oyster growers, and other businesses that are part of our historic and growing seafood 

economy. “  So, it is good to know that he thinks as we do, but we will try to find out more about the exact time-

line.  In rhe meantime, we decided to submit information on the  drilling for our monthly column in the Times 

Beacon Record.  It is included here on pages 4 and 5.   

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

NEXT BOOK GROUP MEETING—JANUARY 17, 1 PM 
 

KINGS AND PRESIDENTS: SAUDI ARABIA AND THE U.S. SINCE FDR 
By Bruce Reidel  

 
 
We will be reading  Kings and Presidents.: Saudi Arabia and the United States Since FDR  Saudi Arabia and the 
United States have been partners since 1943, when President Roosevelt met with two future Saudi monarchs. 
Subsequent U.S. presidents have had direct relationships with those kings and their successors―setting the tone 
for a special partnership between an absolute monarchy with a unique Islamic identity and the world's most 
powerful democracy. 

Although based in large part on economic interests, the U.S.-Saudi relationship has rarely been smooth. Differ-
ences over Israel have caused friction since the early days, and ambiguities about  Saudi involvement―or lack 
of it―in the September 11 terrorist attacks against the United States   continue to haunt the relationship. Now, 
both countries have new, still-to be-tested leaders in President Trump and King Salman. 

Bruce Riedel for decades has followed these kings and presidents during his career at the CIA, the White House, 
and Brookings. This book offers an insider's account of the U.S.-Saudi relationship, with unique insights. Using 
declassified documents, memoirs by both Saudis and Americans, and eyewitness accounts, this book takes the 
reader inside the royal palaces, the holy cities, and the White House to gain an understanding of this complex 
partnership. 
 
If you have read the book and would like to hear the discussion, call Betsy Gaidry, 631 846-1778 for directions.  

 



OUR ARTICLE IN THE TIMES BEACON RECORD FOR DECEMBER 

 

Making Democracy Work: Act Now to Protect Suffolk’s Ocean Waters   

On January 4 of this year, U.S. Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke announced that the Federal Government is de-
veloping a five-year plan to lease ocean lands in federal offshore areas all along our shorelines, including two 
leases on the North Atlantic region of the Outer Continental Shelf to companies that would drill for gas and 
oil.  (Each state along the Atlantic coast owns the waters three nautical miles from the shore at mean low tide; 
they have jurisdiction to decide whether or not to lease their territory for oil and gas.) 

The U.S. Department of the Interior’s Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) has been considering 
the many possible effects of off-shore drilling compared with the estimated potential of the gas and oil drill-
ing.  Research by BOEM will consider a wide range of issues: physical considerations, biological considera-
tions, social, economic and cultural considerations, and alternatives and mitigation measures.  BOEM esti-
mates that, at current national consumption rates, the support of undiscovered economically recoverable off-
shore oil and gas in the Atlantic, Pacific and Gulf Coast of Florida would only meet domestic oil demand for 
two years and gas demand for just over one year. 

Opposition has been growing. 

Both Republican and Democratic Governors in every state where offshore drilling doesn’t already exist 
(except Maine) have expressed opposition to opening their coastlines to the oil and gas industry.  In 
case efforts to exempt their states are unsuccessful, lawmakers in California, New York and New Jer-
sey are pushing legislation that would make new offshore drilling  in federal waters as difficult as pos-
sible. 

Opposition to the plan has been expressed by at least 130 organizations along the Eastern seaboard, in-
cluding groups that support conservation, wildlife, clean water and political action. 

The risk of oil spills, which could destroy the environment for a wide area, as it has in the Gulf, is a major 
cause of opposition. 

Seismic air guns that fire intense blasts of compressed air every 10-12 seconds 24 hours a day for months 
on end will disrupt and displace marine life, including whales which rely on sound to find food and 
mates, and many fish and shellfish species, including those of commercial importance. 

Drilling and processing infrastructure along the shoreline and in nearby areas will limit tourist and recrea-
tional activities. 

Tourism, with fishing and other industries that depend on clean, oil-free water and beaches, supports 
nearly 320,000 jobs, which could be lost, with $5.6 billion from the tourism economy of Long Island. 

The fossil fuel industries create five times fewer jobs than is created by the clean energy sector. 

This proposal will slow our nation’s progress toward solving the climate change problem. The Fourth Na-
tional Climate Assessment, mandated by Congress and released in November 2018, concluded that 
coastal communities and the ecosystems that support them are increasingly threatened by the impacts 
of climate change. 

Although opposition was expressed at many public hearings, it is likely that the Interior Department intends 

to carry out its off-shore drilling plan. The League urges towns and villages that will be affected by drilling  

to pass memorializing resolutions to submit to the Department of Interior’s Bureau of Ocean Energy        

Management (BOEM) and their local elected officials.  Riverhead, Southold, Shelter Island and             

Southampton Towns in Suffolk County have already done so. (See a sample resolution on our website 

 

 

 



 
http://www.lwv-suffolkcounty.org/TakeAction.html.)    1st CD Rep. Lee Zeldin has opposed the drilling plan at 

local meetings.  Individuals should write, call or email him (30 Oak Street, Patchogue, NY 11772; 631 289-

1097,  www.zeldin.house.gov/contact) to express their concerns about the need to protect our local economies 

and the environment.  Write to Governor Andrew Cuomo,  Senators Chuck Schumer and Kirsten Gillibrand, and 

your New York State Senators and Assemblypersons.   

 A revised plan, with a new period of public comment, may be released this month.  If implemented, it will af-

fect all of us.  We can protest, as individuals. We should each also contact our town and village governments to 

ask them to adopt memorializing resolutions in opposition to the drilling in order to protect our oceans, our fish-

ing industry, our tourism, and our quality of life. Specific requests for action by many constituents are always 

more effective with elected officials... Act now! 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
VISITING OUR STATE LEGISLATORS 

 
Jennifer Wilson, in the NYS LWV office, wrote to remind us that this is a good time to visit our state        
assemblymen and senators.  We do have two new New York State legislators and we should visit them, as 
well as the incumbents, if possible.  If you wish to be part of a committee to contact them, please contact one 
of the League board members.  The newly elected legislators are::   
 

Monica Martinez, State Senator for the 2nd Senatorial District, who took Senator Croci’s place 
Her email is monica.martinez@suffolkcountyny.gov until December 31.   

 
 Assemblyman Joseph De Stefano, for the 3rd Assembly District, who will fill the seat vacated by Dean 

Murray,. 
His address will be 1735 North Ocean Avenue, Suite A, Patchogue after January 1 

 
The attachment to the VOTER is the Legislative Agenda published by the LWV-NYS.  It includes the issues 
that the state league is working for;  if there are issues that are important to you, please write or call your 
legislator.  We will  have more complete current addresses after January 1, 2019, when they take office. 
 

—————————————————————————————————————————- 
 

What can we do about voter suppression? 
 

- about arbitrary rules that prevent people 
 

from voting? 
 

- about polling places that are open on  
 

Only one day? 
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DECEMBER. 

Mon.   Dec 3       Bd. Meeting, 10 am, @ Nancy Marr’s 

Mon.   Dec 10     Review of the November 2018 election by Speaker, Rick Brand, 1:30 pm, Sachem Library 

Wed.   Dec 19     Suffolk County LWV Board meeting, 10 am, Riverhead Library, all welcome 

   (Followed by Xmas gettogether at Digger O’Dell’s, Riverhead) 

JANUARY 

Mon.    Jan 7      Bd. Meeting. 10 am, @ Carol Manel’s 

:Mon   Jam 14    Regular Meeting—to be announced 

Thurs   Jan 17     Book Group at Betsy Gaidry’s, 1 pm 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS  
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BELLPORT, NEW YORK 11713 


