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“Immigrants	in	America:		

How	Do	We	Decide?”	

A	forum	will	be	held	on	January	10	at	6	PM,		

McChesney	Room,		

Schenectady	County	Public	Library.			

Panel	parBcipants	will	include:		

Sarah	Rogerson,	Albany	Law	School	Professor						
DetenBon	Outreach	Project	at	Albany	County	Jail;			

Dr.	Victoria	MarBnez,	Union	College	Professor													
mini-term	project	with	students	at	U.S./Mexico	border;		

Isabelle	Paine	Thacker,	aRorney	with	The	Legal	Project	
and	formerly	with	the	U.S.	CommiRee	for	Refugees	and	

Immigrants;		

RepresentaBves	from	the	educaBon	and		the	faith	
communiBes	will	also	be	present.	
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  Health Committee

The Health Committee will 
meet on January 8th at 1-3pm 
at the Niskayuna Public 
Library. 

Elizabeth Campisi will be our 
guest speaker and will show 
the film Resilience.  She will 
discuss the ACE screening 
tool for childhood trauma and 
work being done in 
Schenectady to identify 
children with trauma and to 
build resilience in the 
community.   
All League members are 
welcome to join us.   

If there is a snow day please 
check to see if the library is 
open as we will need to cancel 
the program if it is closed.  

The Library closes if the 
schools close.  

Please call Carol Furman with 
any questions at 346-2746.

                              THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS  
                                             OF SCHENECTADY COUNTY 

                  BULLETIN 
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President’s	Le;er	

A	record	number	of	women	ran	for	elected	office	this	year	and	a	considerable	number	of	them	succeeded	in	
their	quest.		The	new	Congress	convening	in	January	2019	will	see	several	historic	firsts.		The	first	Muslim	
Congresswomen-	Rashida	Tlaib	from	Michigan	and	Ilhan	Omar	from	Minnesota	(Omar	is	also	the	first	Somali-
American	to	be	elected	to	Congress),	the	first	NaBve	American	women	elected	to	the	House	of	
RepresentaBves:	Deb	Haaland	from	the	Pueblo	of	Lagunas	in	New	Mexico	and	Sharice	Davids	from	the	Ho-
Chunk	NaBon	in	Kansas	and	the	first	LaBna	Congresswomen	elected	from	Texas-	Veronica	Escobar	and	Sylvia	
Garcia.		CongratulaBons	to	all	of	them!	

The	elecBon	also	saw	a	record	high	voter	turnout	for	a	midterm	elecBon.		Our	own	Get	Out	the	Vote	(GOTV)	
efforts,	headed	by	Pauline	Kinsella,	focused	on	elecBon	districts	in	the	City	of	Schenectady	that	had	low	voter	
turnouts	in	2017.	

The	GOTV	CommiRee	designed	and	distributed	lawn	signs	and	posters,	spoke	at	neighborhood	associaBon	
meeBngs	and	persuaded	several	school	districts	to	deliver	GOTV	announcements	during	sporBng	events.	

Voter	turnout	was	definitely	higher	in	Schenectady	County	districts	than	in	past	midterms-	we’ll	have	details	
in	the	next	bulleBn	(the	Board	of	ElecBons	is	understandably	rather	busy	right	now).		As	Kay	Ackerman	
pointed	out,	we	can	get	an	idea	of	how	much	we	can	take	credit	for	this	increase	by	comparing	the	
percentage	increase	in	voter	turnout	in	the	city	districts	that	the	CommiRee	targeted	relaBve	to	the	
percentage	increase	in	the	rest	of	Schenectady	County.	

The	GOTV	CommiRee	is	already	planning	on	new	iniBaBves	for	the	elecBons	in	2019	which	will	include	many	
city	and	town	local	races.		We	appreciate	the	CommiRee’s	hard	work.	

Cheryl	Nechamen	
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Mission Statement:  The League of Women Voters is a non-partisan organization.  We 
encourage the informed and active participation of citizens in government.  We work to increase 
the understanding of major public policy issues and influence public policy through education and 
advocacy.

“Empowering Voters, Defending Democracy” 
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New Members 

Carmen Patrick 
Carmel is the vice President of miSci. She also is 
a member of the Schenectady Rotary, President 
of the Schenectady Library Board of Trustees 
and serves on the Downtown Schenectady 
Improvement Board. 

Carmen is interested in Voter Registration and 
helping with Candidate Forums. She is also 
eager to participate in other LWV activities that 
interest her.  

Judith Rabig 
Judith recently moved to the Schenectady area 
from Bronx NY . She is a PHD Gerontologist 
and a registered nurse. Judith consults nationally 
and owns her own business (Elder Life) which 
specializes in providing local care management 
to the elderly. 

She volunteered at the LWV Candidate Foum in 
Clifton Park and she is a member of the LWV 
Health Care Committee.   She plans to attend 
other LWV function as time permits. 

Gail Flanery is the Chair of the Steering 
Committee for the Union College Academy for 
Lifelong Learning (UCALL). She was an active 
member of the Omaha, Nebraska LWV in the 
1980's where she researched and wrote a study of 
the status of childcare in Nebraska.

Gail supports the LWV, but will remain inactive 
at this time.
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November 2018 Report for the Citizenship Mentoring Group 

This Fall marks the one-year anniversary for the Citizenship Mentoring Group! 
• Nine students have passed their interviews and become new citizens. 
• We have held five 8-week class sessions and have made arrangements for the sixth, to begin 

January 19, 2019.  
• Our dedicated tutors continue to work with a number of students, and several of these students 

have applied for citizenship. 
• We received a 2018 LWVUS Education Fund Grant to register new citizens to vote. 
• Our volunteers have registered 156 new citizen voters at eight Naturalization Ceremonies in 

Schenectady, and given out an additional 56 voter registration forms at these events. 
• Our last Naturalization Ceremony for 2018 will be held Friday, November 16. 
Happy Anniversary and thank you to our Citizenship Mentoring Committee – Connie Young, Judy 
Middelkoop, Johanna Petersen, and Cheryl Nechamen; and our tutors and helpers past and present – 
Stan Blanchard, Corinne Derry, Joan Elliott, Riley Hart, Walter Hatke, Janet Hutchison, Sally 
Knutson, Mary Leonard, Helen MacDonald, Judy Middelkoop, Cheryl Nechamen, Barbara Notch, 
Inge-Lise Pangburn, Johanna Petersen, Don Rabig, Anita Sanchez, Dick Shave, Mary Jane Shave, 
Nancy Thornton, Joanne Tobiessen, Linda and Bill Ward, Cindy Weissend, Heide Westergard, and 
Connie Young.  

Schenectady Municipal Housing Authority Election 

The Schenectady Municipal Housing Authority (SMHA) election for a tenant commissioner for the 
SMHA governing board was held successfully, due to the many League of Women Voters of 
Schenectady County volunteers who oversaw the election in collaboration with SMHA.

The League wants to thank and express its appreciation to its volunteers:
Eleanor Aronstein, Carol Furman, Dave Furman, Joan Fucillo, Ann Hatke, Sharon Jordan, Helen 
MacDonald, Cheryl Nechamen, Jenny Overeynder, Inge-Lise Pangburn, Mary Pritchard, Roberta 
Roessle, Ellie Rowland, Cindy Weissend, and Joyce Whitson.  These volunteers had to staff three 
polling sites during the eight hours that tenants could vote. 

The League held a meeting with the volunteers on November 28 to discuss the conduct of the SMHA 
elections and ways to improve the election administration and participation of tenant-voters.  
Recommendations by the committee will  be made to the SMHA executive director, Richard 
Homenick.
Submitted by Joan Elliott and Dick Shave, coordinators for the SMHA election
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MEMBERSHIP

Our League goals are to educate citizens about government and public policy, encourage citizen 
participation in elections, and influence public policy relating to issues we’ve studied. Dues money 
makes working on our goals possible. DUES for July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019  (half-year dues 
reduction is available.  Contact Connie Young at 393-7061)  

Return to: LWV of Schenectady County, P.O. Box 9135, Schenectady, NY 12309  

New or Renewing Members Please Confirm this Contact Information 
Name(s)_______________________________________________________________  

Address______________________________________________________________  
Phone___________________________ E-mail______________________________  
______$60 Individual ______$85 Household ______$20 Full-time student  
_____Additional support for the League, dues plus $10 contribution ($70 or $95 – circle one)  
(Confidential arrangements for special payment or partial assistance can be made. Contact  
Connie Young at 393-7061 with any questions. Dues and contributions are not tax deductible.)  
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••  
______I am sending my membership dues payment, but please consider me an INACTIVE member.  
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
ACTIVE MEMBERS: The League depends upon the work of its members, even for a short task. 
Please check any activities that interest you. We appreciate your help.  
Judicial_____ Health _____ Membership _____ Fundraising _____ Environment _____ Observer 
Corps _____ Education ______ Voter Services: Register Voters_____ Candidate Forums _____ Voter 
Information _____ Computer Skills Graphics/Layout _____ Databases _____Citizenship 
Mentoring__________ Website Work _____ Facebook ______ Electronic Publicity _____ Other 
Technical Skill? (Describe) _________________________________Other areas of 
interest_______________________________ 
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Teaching High School Students About NYS Government

What:   LWVNYS and the NYS Social Studies Supervisory Association have prepared seven lesson plans 
for teachers of the New York Grade 12 Participation in Government course. The  lesson plans are designed 
to provide teachers and students with information specific to New York State, including how to engage in 
politics. Portions of the lesson plans can also be put to use for educating the public. 

Program:  The program will present an overview of the different lessons plans
Goal: Become familiar with course so LWVAC can assist Albany County high schools to utilize the lessons 
plans and explore leveraging them for use with the public
When:  Saturday, January 5, 10:30 -12:00 Noon
Where: Guilderland Public Library, 2228 Western Ave., Guilderland, Normanskill Room 
 Presenters: 

• Lisa  Kissinger,  Social  Studies  Academic  Administrator,  Shenendehowa  Central  Schools,  and 
President of the New York State Social Studies Supervisory Association;  

• Laura Ladd Bierman, Executive Director of the League of Women Voters New York
Are you looking for ways to improve basic knowledge of NYS government for present and future voters? 
Many of you were actively engaged in the LWVAC's voter registration projects in fall 2018.  Take it to the 
next level as we reach out to high school Participation in Government teachers and to other groups in 
Albany County by offering this course.

EARLY VOTING IS POSSIBLE 

The election is finally over! Thank you so much to everyone who worked on registering and educating voters 
this election cycle. Our members registered over 20,000 voters this election and educated thousands more 
through voter information drives and candidate forums. We are so grateful for all the work our Leagues have 
done and we hope that you feel a sense of pride when you reflect on 2018.

In New York State, we've truly had a landmark election. We had record breaking rates of voter participation 
statewide with nearly 50% of voters turning out to vote. And, we are excited to see so many young New 
Yorkers voting, but also being elected to local, state and national positions.

Now that the election is behind us, it's time to look ahead. The New York State Senate will now have a majority 
of Democrat members, many of whom have supported our voting reform efforts in the past. We are feeling 
confident that we will finally see passage of early voting and other voting reforms in New York State!

Last session we provided our members with weekly updates on legislative action, lobbying materials for in 
district lobby visits, a social media toolkit to help promote our early voting campaign, and access to member-
wide phone calls to discuss what was happening at the Capitol. This year we want to be bigger and better than 
ever! You can help us expand our reach by donating to the Action Fund. 

This election has proved that anything is possible and we are confident that after a nearly 20 year struggle we 
will FINALLY pass early voting in 2019.
Jennifer Wilson
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BE EARTHWISE 
VOTE with your consumer 

dollars to prevent food waste.

Beth Radow, chair of the NYS League's committee on energy, agriculture and the environment has 
prepared a BE EARTHWISE guide for you to VOTE with your consumer dollars and daily 
practices to toss less food & feed more people while saving money and our natural 
resources.

Food Waste constitutes the third largest contributor to global warming. Discarded food also wastes 
the water, labor, and fuel used to produce and transport that food. One third of the food grown 
globally does not get consumed. An estimated 40% of the food people purchase in the U.S.A. gets 
tossed. Annually, that amounts to $165 Billion and over $2,000 for a family of four. 

More than 820 million people worldwide live with chronic food deprivation. Food insecurity includes 
the continuum from famine, hunger, food deprivation, malnutrition to nutritional deficiencies from 
eating empty calories. In America and New York State, one in every 7 people experiences food 
insecurity in one form or another. The 1 in 7 statistic varies from county to county. According to 
Feeding America, approximately 2.3 million people or 12% of New York's population experience a 
challenge feeding themselves and their loved ones. 

Food insecurity can affect the people we interact with every day and we may not even know it: older 
adults living on a fixed income, the three out of four working Americans living paycheck to paycheck, 
college students living on a budget and our children. America has an abundance of healthy foods. By 
wasting less food, we can nourish ourselves and our neighbors and sustain the environment at the 
same time.
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Like us.  Look us up on: 

      www.facebook.com/lwvschenectady 
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Bulletin         
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          or Current Resident 

"The Times They Are a-Changin" 

(in) The New York State Legislature

Help identify the new opportunities to achieve League goals &  the action steps to get there! 
 

�
Saturday, December 8, 2018….10 AM - Noon

Come at 9:30 for holiday fare and 
get acquainted time

Calvary United Methodist Church                                                         
15 Ridge Place, Latham (east of Latham traffic circle                                          

Open to Members and to the Public
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