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The new year brings with it hopes for legislative changes in the New York State e 
Legislature and the United States Congress. It is sad that it has begun with so 
many federal employees furloughed or working without prompt payment; we are 
anxious to see how the two sides can manage a compromise to re-open the govern-
ment.  

One goal that we share is a stop to the gun violence across the country.  We are 
pleased to have as our speaker for the January meeting lifelong gun safety advo-
cate Jackie Hilly, who until recently was the Executive Director of New Yorkers 
against Gun Violence.  NYAGV was established in 1993 by Brooklyn mothers 
galvanized by the senseless shooting death of a teacher in Prospect Park. It is a 
nonprofit organization with 501(c) (4) tax status.  Its mission is to reduce gun vio-
lence through legislative advocacy and education designed to encourage action, 
influence public opinion and lead to policy change. With a primary focus on New 
York State, NYAGV also advocates at the local and national levels for laws, poli-
cies and practices that protect New York State residents, particularly youth, from 
gun violence.  Please attend our meeting at 1:30 on January 17 at the South   
Country Library to learn about how we can work together against gun violence. 

At the last League board meeting, we decided to take strong action to protect      
the ocean from off-shore drilling.  We sent a letter to Supervisor Romaine, with 
copies to each of the Town Council members, asking that the Town Board adopt a 
resolution to express its opposition to the drilling.  We attached the resolution that 
Riverhead had adopted as a sample and referred to the statement mandated by the 
Congress and issued by the U.S. Global Change Research Program, affirming that 
coastal communities and the ecosystems that support them are increasingly threat-
ened by the impacts of climate change. We immediately got a letter from Council-
man Dan Panico telling us that since our town does not believe in sense resolu-
tions, the Supervisor is writing a letter, and had already opposed the drilling at the 
public hearing earlier this year. 

The Smithtown and Huntington Leagues are following our lead and contacting 
their town boards.  We are reaching out to members who live in Islip Town and 
the villages in Brookhaven, to ask them to contact their boards.  In the meantime, 
a coalition of nine Attorneys General, including Barbara Underwood, who was the 
A.G. for New York State until the election, has introduced a lawsuit against        
the National Marine Fisheries Service and federal officials on behalf of their      
respective states, arguing that the seismic blasting would be contrary to scientific 
studies documenting the dangers acoustic devices pose to marine wildlife.  

If you wish to write your own letter protesting the drilling and blasting, direct it to 
Congressman Lee Zeldin, 31 Oak Street, Suite 20, Patchogue, New York 11772 or 
to the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) at the U.S. Department of 
the Interior. BOEM will be issuing an updated plan soon, and will then be accept-
ing public comments.  

OUR NEXT BOOK GROUP MEETING WILL BE JANUARY 24  

This is a change from the date originally announced.   
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'The problem is that governments take a reactive approach to potholes rather than being proactive. 
There needs to be a true strategy to deal with the problem.' 

Larry Galehouse, National Center for Pavement Preservation 
 
 

All the daily wear and tear works with the weather, especially in the late winter and early spring, to turn the 
roads into an obstacle course of potholes. Water — maybe rain, maybe melting snow —  seeps into cracks in the 
pavement, first freezing and then expanding to make the fissures bigger, experts said.   

New York patches anywhere from 1.5 million to 2 million potholes each year, depending on pavement condi-
tions and the weather, said Glenn Bain, a spokesman for the state Department of Transportation. Nearly half of 
New York's major roads are in poor or mediocre condition, a number that climbs to nearly 70 percent on Long 
Island and in New York City and northern New Jersey, TRIP figures show. 

A fundamental reason is a surge in traffic, transportation experts said. From 1990 through 2016, the number of 
vehicles on state highways jumped 15 percent, according to an analysis by TRIP. Slightly more than 20 percent 
of the 11.3 million vehicles in New York are registered in Nassau and Suffolk, according to the Department of 
Motor Vehicles. Suffolk has roughly 1.3 million and Nassau's total stands at roughly a million, figures show.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Potholes pock Route 25A in St. James during the harsh winter weather o 



Lawsuit With NYCLU - Voter Registration Deadline 

The League has signed on as a plaintiff on the NYCLU lawsuit to challenge the 25-day voter registration deadline. Public interest 

in the people and issues on the ballot peaks in the 25 days before Election Day. Candidates debate each other, new information  

comes out about their campaign fundraising, endorsements are announced, and ads blanket the airwaves. Yet eligible voters who 

become motivated to vote by the flurry of electoral activity in the last four weeks of political campaigns find themselves unable to 

do so because they failed to register prior to the 25-day cut-off. The lawsuit charges that the voter registration cut-off is no longer 

necessary in the age of computers and needlessly disenfranchises thousands of voters. The suit claims that this disenfranchisement 

violates the state constitution’s guarantee of the fundamental right to vote as well as its equal protection clause. 

The League was invited to testify before the Assembly Election Law Committee in NYC in November on early voting and no-

excuse absentee voting. The League made recommendations for best practices and outlined the 2018 legislative policies that we 

believe best addressed these two reforms. The state League will be organizing advocacy training sessions and legislative updates 

across the state in February, March and April for members of local leagues.  Last week, Jennifer spoke to the Capitol Region 

Leagues at a breakfast meeting. The meeting trained members on state positions, how to best lobby and outlined our legislative 

plans for the year ahead. Plans are underway for another session in Geneva in early March and the state League is looking to other 

areas for more presentations. And, the spring Advocacy Training and Lobby Day in Albany will be in late April – watch for the 

date as soon as the Legislature announces its calendar for the session.          

       Sally Robinson, VP Issues and Advocacy                                                                   

       Jennifer Wilson, LWVNYS Legislative Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2019 Students Inside Albany youth training conference will be held May 19 to May 22.  We hope to send two    students, but 

so far have been approved for just one.  We have selected a student from Centereach High School who applied last year but was 

not selected because we did not have space then. If you know of a student who would be interested, please ask her to request an 

application in case we are able to add a second student.   The conference brings together students from across the state, and they 

learn advocacy skills, meet their legislators, and get to know one another.  It does not cost the student anything. 

We are also planning a day at the Hauppauge Legislature, probably on April 11, for students who are selected by their schools.  If 

you would like to help send invitations to the high schools in Brookhaven, please let me know.    



  
MEETING WITH OUR STATE LEGISLATORS 

 
It is important to get to know our new state legislators.  Join a committee to meet with them to find out their 
priorities, and let them know what our league and the New York State League hopes to accomplish.   
 
Our new State Senator, who took Thomas Croci’s place,  is Monica Martinez, 3rd Senatorial District.   Her 
email is martinez@nysenate.gov and her office is in the NYS Office Building in Hauppauge. In the 1st Dis-
trict, Kenneth Lavalle (lavalle@nysenate.gov) remained in office, and in the 2nd District, John Flanagan 
(Flanagan@nysenate.gov).   
 
The new Assembly Member who took Dean Murray’s place in the 3rd Assembly district is  Joe  DeStefano, 
for the 3rd Assembly District.  His email is destafanoj@nyassembly.gov.  His address will be 1735 North 
Ocean Avenue, Suite A, Patchogue.  The assemblymembers who remained in office are Fred Thiele in the 
1st District, Anthony Palumbo in the 2nd District, Steve Englebright in the 4th District, and Andrew        
Garbarino, in the 7th District in the areas just west of Brookhaven Town.  
 
We also plan to ask Congressman Zeldin to meet with us to discuss the off-shore ocean drilling, and to be 
sure that he passes on the opposition of our local towns and villages to the Federal Department of the Inte-
rior. 
 
If you would be interested in joining a committee to meet with any of our legislators (new and old), please 
call me at 631 730-6556.  
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
- 
 

    ReFormers Caucus 
 

Two hundred former members of Congress, governors 

and Cabinet officials have formed an organization to 

advocate for solutions to fix our democracy. 

At a time when public trust in our democracy nears 

historic lows, the ReFormers Caucus represents an unprecedented 

force for positive change in Washington. 

The goal of the group is to call for urgent, bipartisan 

political reform that will protect our elections from foreign 

influence, provide transparency around “dark 

money” and strengthen our election laws. 



Page 6 
 





Page 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY 

Mon.    Jan 7       Board. Meeting, 10 am, @ Carol Manel’s 

:Thurs   Jan 17    GUN SAFETY—WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE? 1:30 pm at South Country    

    Library—speaker is Jackie Hilly (New Yorkers against Gun Violence) 

Sat        Jan 19    MLK Holiday Celebration, Coram Firehouse, 303 Middle Country Road, walk and luncheon 

   11-1, afternoon teach-in about Poor People’s Campaign, 1 pm, sponsored by Building 

   Bridges Brookhaven (631-320-8575) 

Sun     Jan 21      MLK Luncheon, Mill Pond Country Club, $20, 12-3, Register at BrookhavenNY.gov/MLK                     

   sponsored by Town of Brookhaven 

Thurs   Jan 24     Book Group at Betsy Gaidry’s, 1 pm, Bruce Reidel’s Kings and Presidents Saudi Arabia and 

   the United States since FDR—a good introduction to today’s Saudi Arabia-US relations 

FEBRUARY 

Mon   Feb 4       Board. Meeting, 10 am, @ Betsy Gaidry’s 

Mon   Feb 16     General Meeting, 1:30 pm, topic to be announced 
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