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	The Program Planning Potluck Supper                                        
Wednesday, February 13th                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

                
5:00 Orientation for new and prospective members                                

5:30  enjoy potluck food brought by League members while we             
discuss updates to State League positions.       

These will guide our advocacy efforts with the State Legislature and 
the local  issues  that we will work on during the coming year.                                                                                                

                                                                                                         
The potluck will be held at                                                                          

Dick Shave’s house,                                                                                    
1212 Raymond St., Schenectady.                                                                       

RSVP to Dick at rshavedshave@gmail.com or 518-377-3110.                      

*Bring a dish to share!   

*Bring your copy of the LWVNYS Positions and Local Program 
(found in this bulletin).   

																														“Immigrants in  America:                                                

   How Do We Decide?” 

A forum will be held on Thursday, January 10 at 6 PM,                        
in the McChesney Room,                                                         

Schenectady County Public Library.   

Panel participants will include:  

Sarah Rogerson, Albany Law School Professor                              
Detention Outreach Project at Albany County Jail;   

Dr. Victoria Martinez, Union College Professor                                 
mini-term project with students at U.S./Mexico border;  

Isabelle Paine Thacker, attorney with The Legal Project and 
formerly with the U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants;  

�1

  The Health Committee 
will meet on Tuesday, 

January 8th at 1-3pm at 
the Niskayuna Public 

Library.          

Elizabeth Campisi will be 
our guest speaker and will 
show the film Resilience. 
 She will discuss the ACE 

screening tool for 
childhood trauma and 

work being done in 
Schenectady to identify 

children with trauma and 
to build resilience in the 

community.    
All League members are 

welcome to join us.    

If there is a snow day 
please check to see if the 
library is open as we will 

need to cancel the 
program if it is closed.   

The Library closes if the 
schools close.   

Please call Carol Furman 
with any questions at 

                              THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS  
                                             OF SCHENECTADY COUNTY 

                  BULLETIN 

mailto:rshavedshave@gmail.com
http://www.lwvschenectady.org
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President’s Letter 

How do we decide who gets to come to the U.S., who gets to stay and how will they be treated while they’re 
here?  The League is sponsoring a forum to discuss these very issues on January 10 at 6 PM in the McChesney 
Room of the Schenectady County Public Library, entitled “Immigrants in America: How Do We Decide?”   

Sarah Rogerson, Professor at Albany Law School, will talk about her experiences providing legal help to 
undocumented migrants as part of the Detention Outreach Project at the Albany County Jail.  Victoria 
Martinez, Union College Professor, will describe the mini-term projects she runs with Union students at the 
U.S./Mexico border and Isabelle Paine Thacker will talk about her work with the U.S. Committee for Refugees 
and Immigrants (USCRI) and with The Legal Project. 

It’s relatively easy to enter the U.S.  The limiting factor is really how long a person is allowed to stay.  Student 
visas, tourist visas and temporary work visas permit people to stay for short periods of time.  The big exception 
of course is the travel ban barring people from certain countries from coming here even for a short stay.  While 
discussion on illegal immigration tends to center on people who never had legal permission to enter the U.S., a 
sizable percentage of undocumented workers entered legally and simply overstayed their visas. 

Legal permanent resident status, the coveted “green card”, allows immigrants to stay here permanently with the 
potential opportunity for U.S. citizenship.  There are a number of avenues to become a legal permanent 
resident, including winning the “green card lottery”, reuniting with a family member who has attained U.S. 
citizenship and being granted refugee status. 

The other focus of discussion on immigration is whether immigration policy should favor high- or low-skilled 
workers.  But whatever the case may be, the very fact that an immigrant is willing to uproot themselves from 
friends and family to start a new life in the U.S. means that they’re ambitious risk-takers that are bound to be 
an asset to this country. 

Cheryl Nechamen 

Citizenship Mentoring Group  

Our 8-week citizenship preparation winter session will begin on Saturday, January 19 from 2:30-4:30 pm at the 
Phyllis Bornt Library. We have a number of students who have applied for citizenship and several have had 
their citizenship interviews scheduled, so this is a very exciting time for us! We’re also looking forward to 
attending this year’s monthly naturalization ceremonies in Schenectady where we’ll be registering new citizens 
to vote. With that in mind, Ann Hatke will be applying for the 2019 New Citizens Voter Registration Grant 
from LWVUS, the same grant that we received in 2018. As always, if you’d like to be a part of the Citizenship 
Mentoring Group or attend the naturalization ceremonies, we’d love to have you. Contact Ann Hatke at 
hatkeann@gmail.com. 
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 President Cheryl Nechamen          518/346-4820
Vice-President Ann Hatke 518/346-1584
Secretary   Heide Westergaard 518/441-0509
Bulletin Editor Helen MacDonald 518/346-7006
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LWVNYS POSITIONS FOR 2019 

ELECTION LAW 

Voter Registration Modernization: automatic voter registration and same-day voter 
registration, early in-person voting and no-excuse absentee voting, improvements to the way 
voters mark their ballots by better ballot design 

GOOD GOVERNMENT REFORM 

Campaign Finance: a significant reduction of all contribution limits, special “pay-to-play” 
limits on contributions by lobbyists and those who do business with the state and eliminating 
the LLC loophole. The League also supports a small-donor matching public finance system  
Ethics: effective implementation and improvements of ethics laws, including monitoring the 
Joint Commission on Public Ethics (JCOPE). 
Legislative Reform: The League believes that the state legislature should adopt better 
methods for discharging bills and better use of the committee process. 

HEALTHCARE 

Improved Access: The League supports allocation of medical resources to underserved areas, 
healthy living promotion, disease prevention, school-based health services, women’s health 
issues, long-term care, and adequate financing of the tobacco control program. The League 
supports a single-payer system.  The League also supports measures for enhancing the safety 
of patients and staff in acute and long-term care facilities. 

JUDICIAL ISSUES 

Streamlined court system: The League supports a unified state court system, choosing judges 
on the basis of merit and continues to support improvements in the judicial selection process.  
Statewide Guidelines for Law Enforcement: Support of adequate indigents’ defense 
services, alternatives to incarceration and protection of children’s legal rights. Juvenile justice 
should focus on rehabilitation rather than punitive action.  

NATURAL RESOURCES 

Energy and Climate Change: the League supports legislation, regulation and executive 
action to protect natural resources, public health, and the economy from impacts of the fossil 
fuel industry and favors the development of renewable energy to meet emissions goals and 
slow climate change.  
Hazardous Waste: the League supports the proper labeling and disposal of hazardous waste 
products and a ban on importing drilling and other “hazardous” waste from other states.  
Electric Grid: the League supports financing for and creation of an electrical grid that 
facilitates the distribution of renewable energy to the maximum number of people, enabling 
locally generated electrical power from renewable sources. 
Clean Water: The League has supported since 1970 the Clean Water Act and the Safe 
Drinking Water Act. The League also supports funding to clean up toxic waste dumps and 
segregate and properly treat hazardous waste on land and remediate polluted waterways in 
our state. 
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Agriculture: The League supports policies that protect food production and distribution 
while diverting food waste from New York’s landfills, incinerators and other waste treatment 
facilities. 

STATE FINANCES AND EDUCATION 

Greater Equity in Education Financing: Past Campaign for Fiscal Equity court-ordered state 
aid increases should be funded, the property tax system should be reformed and the League 
opposes the Education Investment Tax Credit.  

WOMEN'S ISSUES 

Fair Pay: The League supports fair pay reforms, including passage of equal-pay-for-job-
titles-of-comparable-worth legislation. 
Paid Family Leave and Childcare: The League supports gender neutral paid family leave 
to care for a sick child, spouse, or parent. The League supports affordable, quality childcare, 
and compensation for childcare workers at a rate commensurate with responsibility and skill. 
Domestic Violence: The League supports measures to reduce the incidence and effects of 
domestic violence. We also support protections against discrimination for victims of 
domestic violence and human trafficking. 
Reproductive Choice: The League supports the constitutional right of privacy of the 
individual to make reproductive choices under its government position. The League believes 
that the federal constitutional protections of Roe v. Wade should be written into New York 
state law. 

 SOCIAL WELFARE 

The Gender Expression Non-Discrimination Act (GENDA): The League supports 
GENDA in order to protect transgender New Yorkers from discrimination. 
Livable Wage: The League supports a living wage, based on our national position about 
meeting basic human needs.  
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Mission Statement:  The League of Women Voters is a non-partisan organization.  We encourage the 
informed and active participation of citizens in government.  We work to increase the understanding 
of major public policy issues and influence public policy through education and advocacy.

  “Empowering Voters, Defending Democracy” 

http://www.lwvschenectady.org
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Proposed Local Program 2019-2020 

Justice and the Law 

Support improvements to the local criminal justice system by: 
* monitoring and strengthening the Probation and Parole procedures, with an emphasis on rehabilitation and 

supportive services with programs such as the Ex-Offender Re-Entry Program in Schenectady County. 
* facilitating the implementation of alternative courts (problem solving courts) in Schenectady County and 

promoting collaborations to support them. 
* monitoring the juvenile justice system including Family Court and promoting community-based 

rehabilitation. 
* supporting restorative justice programs such as the Community Accountability Board. 
* improve accessibility to police complaint procedure 

Local Government 

* Monitor activities of county governmental units, including town boards, the Schenectady City Council and 
the Schenectady County Legislature, monitor activities of other quasi-governmental units, public 
authorities and agencies such as Metroplex, IDAs and Planning Boards, monitor activities of elected 
public Boards of Education. 

* Support standards of high professional qualifications and political nonpartisanship in manager form of 
government. 

* Evaluate opportunities for inter-municipal cooperation and examine options for the consolidation of 
governmental services in Schenectady County. 

Children at Risk 

* Collaborate with other organizations to identify the needs of children in Schenectady County, facilitate 
programs on their behalf and educate the community about their needs and challenges. 

* Study early childhood education and caregiving needs in Schenectady County from a policy  and 
financing perspective. 
  
Local Education 

* Monitor local initiatives related to schools and promote and advocate adequate and equitable funding for all 
school districts so the students can reach their potential. 

Environmental Issues 

Support the protection of environmental resources, land, water and air in Schenectady County: 
* Advocate for the protection of water resources in the County. 
* Promote understanding of global climate change and support efforts to mitigate its effects. 
* Support energy conservation and development of renewable energy alternatives. 
* Support solid waste management programs that increase reuse and recycling in the County and City. 

Health Services 

* Educate and advocate for national/state/local health care reform that provides quality physical and mental 
health care for all citizens. 

* Encourage and support countywide comprehensive health care planning and access, equity, and safety in 
health care. 
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New Member  
Editor’s Correction   
The new member reported in the last 
Bulletin is actually named Carmel Patrick.  

http://www.lwvschenectady.org
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Migrants, asylum seekers, refugees and immigrants: 
What’s the difference? 
• Every day, people around the world make the difficult decision to leave their countries in 
search of safety and better lives. 
• Currently, there are 68.5 million men, women and children escaping war, persecution and 
political turbulence. These are refugees and asylum seekers. 
• There are others who are looking for jobs or an education—they are usually called migrants— 
and people who want to live permanently in another country—immigrants. 
• There’s been confusion and debate over the use of these terms to describe the plight of those 
on the move. Here’s a closer look at the distinct differences between a refugee, asylum seeker, 
immigrant, and migrant. 
Who is a refugee? 
• A refugee is someone who has been forced to flee his or her home because of war, violence or 
persecution, often without warning. They are unable to return home unless and until conditions 
in their native lands are safe for them again. 
• An official entity such as a government or the United Nations Refugee Agency determines 
whether a person seeking international protection meets the definition of a refugee, based on 
well-founded fear. 
• There are more than 1.5 million Syrian refugees who have fled to neighboring Lebanon due to 
a brutal civil war. 
• Those who obtain refugee status are given protections under international laws and 
conventions and lifesaving support from aid agencies, including the International Rescue 
Committee. Refugees in the U.S. also have the opportunity to become lawful permanent 
residents and eventually citizens. 
Who is an asylum seeker? 
• An asylum seeker is someone who is also seeking international protection from dangers in his 
or her home country, but whose claim for refugee status hasn’t been determined 
legally. Asylum seekers must apply for protection in the country of destination—meaning they 
must arrive at or cross a border in order to apply. 
• Then, they must be able to prove to authorities there that they meet the criteria to be covered 
by refugee protections. Not every asylum seeker will be recognized as a refugee. 
• Tens of thousands of children and families from Central America have fled extreme danger— 
murder, kidnapping, violence against women and forced recruitment by gangs. Those arriving 
at the U.S. border are being depicted as “illegal immigrants,” but in reality, crossing an 
international border for asylum is not illegal and an asylum seeker’s case must be heard, 
according to U.S. and international law. 
Who is an immigrant? 
• An immigrant is someone who makes a conscious decision to leave his or her home and move 
to a foreign country with the intention of settling there. Immigrants often go through a lengthy 
vetting process to immigrate to a new country. Many become lawful permanent residents and 
eventually citizens. 
• Immigrants research their destinations, explore employment opportunities, and study the 
language of the country where they plan to live. Most importantly, they are free to return home 
whenever they choose. 
Who is a migrant? 
• A migrant is someone who is moving from place to place (within his or her country or across 
borders), usually for economic reasons such as seasonal work. Similar to immigrants, they 
were not forced to leave their native countries because of persecution or violence, but rather 
are seeking better opportunities. 
• Many of those crossing the U.S. border from Central American countries—El Salvador, 
Guatemala and Honduras—are in fact asylum seekers, not migrants. They have a wellfounded 
fear of persecution if they were to return home. 
Taken from the Leaguer Newsletter of the LWV of Chautauqua County 

�7

http://www.lwvschenectady.org


www.lwvschenectady.org JANUARY/FEBRUARY  2019

League of Women Voters         NON-PROFIT 
of	Schenectady	County	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	ORGANIZATION	
P.O.BOX	9135		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		U.S.	Postage	 	 	
Schenectady,	NY	12309			 	 	 	 	 	 	
          PAID PERMIT NO. 402  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Albany,	NY	

Bulletin         
10 issues per year 
           
          or Current Resident 

   

�8

http://www.lwvschenectady.org

