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On Monday, May 6, Neil Buffett and Nicholas Giordano, Professors of History and    

Political Science at Suffolk Community College, will speak to us about gerry-

mandering.  The term gerrymander was coined after Massachusetts governor, Elbridge 

Gerry, signed an 1812 law that included a voting district shaped like a salamander to 

help the electoral prospects of his party.  Over the centuries, lawmakers have become 

ever more sophisticated in redrawing legislative maps after each decennial census, carv-

ing out oddly shaped districts for state legislatures and the House of Representatives 

that favor their parties’ candidates.  This is an important issue in today’s political life; 

come hear the professors and have your questions answered.  It will be held at      

Comsewogue Library, at 7 in the evening. 

Many things have happened during the past two months.  Noting the significant reduc-

tion in the number of single use plastic bags that have been distributed in Suffolk since 

the ban, the Legislature, led by Kara Hahn, voted to ban polystyrene containers and 

utensils in restaurants and take-out stores. Polystyrene “peanuts” will not be used by 

county vendors, and biodegradable straws will be provided in restaurants only when re-

quested. These laws are awaiting County Executive Bellone’s signature. (A special 

hearing must be held before he signs it.)  

New York State has passed a ban on the thin plastic bags that have been given out at 

grocery, convenience and retail stores.  Paper bags still will be available but it will be up 

to local governments to decide whether stores will have to charge a 5-cent or a      3-cent 

fee for them.  A portion of the fee may  go to the Environmental Protection Fund, while 

the other two cents will go to the locality to pay for distribution of the reusable or paper 

bags.  

 On April 9 the Suffolk County Legislature also approved a bill to prohibit pharmacies 

from selling  tobacco items.  Legislator Spencer said the measure will not only bar sales 

of cigarettes, cigars, chewing tobacco,  electronic cigarettes, and electronic tobacco liq-

uids, but also vaping products popular with young people  

Last month, the Suffolk County LWV held two sessions of “Students at the Legislature” 

for high school students, one at Happauge for students from Huntington, Babylon and 

Smithtown, and one at Riverhead for students from Brookhaven and the Hamptons. The 

LWV of Suffolk County, with the help of the local leagues, sponsors this program every 

year.  The students heard from Presiding Officer DuWayne Gregory and some of the 

legislators, and then considered the question: should we create a mandatory school 

safety division of the Suffolk County Sheriff’s Departments to provide an armed School 

Resource Officer in each school.  The students play the roles of legislators and commu-

nity advocates in considering the question.  I have attended this great program each 

year, and strongly recommend that league members volunteer to attend one of the ses-

sions, meet the legislators, and see the students in action.  

_______________________________________________________________ 
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SINGLE PAYER HEALTH CARE AND MEDICARE FOR ALL 

 On March 18 we saw the film FIX IT, about single payer health care. The film clearly shows the difficulties              

employers and businesses have with the current system of health care and insurance.  It advocates for the end of 

a system based on a patchwork of competing private insurance companies with high administrative costs and 

profits for shareholders and federally sponsored program such as Medicare and Medicaid.  Instead, it would   

establish a single payer, universal health care system of payroll assessments collected by New York State from 

individuals and employers where the assessments will be based on income and ability to pay 

The single payer plan endorsed by Physicians for a National Health Program would establish the New York 

Health Program, provide for an administrative structure for the plan with a board of trustees and regional                 

councils, a scope of benefits, payment methodologies, and care coordination.  It would establish the New York 

Health Trust Fund, which would hold monies from a variety of sources, including payroll assessments and     

assessments of non-payroll income (capital gains, dividends and interest), and monies from existing Federal, 

state and local sources.  Payroll taxes would be graduated progressively, according to income.  Employers 

would pay 80 percent of the payroll assessment, employees would pay 20 recent.   

The New York Times, on April 11, asked five economic analysts to estimate the results of a single payer plan, 

either one like the plan considered by New York State, or the Medicare for All projected by some of                

the candidates for president. The economists all agreed that the price of drugs could be reduced, especially if  

negotiations took place nationwide.  They all projected slight increases in the payment to providers compared 

with that now paid by Medicare and Medicaid, but acknowledged that it would result in some decrease in the 

money paid to now-private providers and hospitals. Basically, both systems would increase the number of      

patients seeking health care, which of course would result in a decrease in the number of uninsured but would 

result in a shortage of doctors unless funds were available for more medical training. In addition, New York 

State will have to pay the cost of setting up the fund and the initial payment. 

At our meeting we heard Dr. Martha Livingston, Chair of the Public Health Department of SUNY Old West-

bury, and Vice-Chair of the Board of Directors of the NY Metro chapter of Physicians for a National Health   

Program. .  She has also studied and written about the Canadian health care system. In answer to questions 

about how it would benefit patients already on Medicare or lifetime coverage from employment, she said the 

coverage would be broader, including eye care, dentistry, mental health, and, in time, long term care.  She urged 

us to lobby for the New York State bills which have been passed in the Assembly but not yet in the Senate.  

Senate members are asking for more information before voting, and will consider it next year.   

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

OUR NEW UP-TO-DATE MEMBERS BOOKLET 

We have revised the members booklet that was last written in 2009.  The Leagues  of North and South Brook-

haven were both started in 1949, so 2019 is our 70th   anniversary.  To celebrate it, we will sending out a copy 

of our updated booklet, with a complete list of all the members and their contact information.  It is a For Mem-

bers Only booklet, so members should appreciate that their information will not be shared with other organiza-

tions.    We hope there will be very few corrections, but would appreciate hearing from you if there are any.   

  

 

 

 



     



 

Making Democracy Work: How Girl Scouts taught us the power of one 
         BY LISA SCOTT 

A few weeks ago, the League of Women Voters was asked by the Girl Scouts of Suffolk County to assist voters at 

an event on April 8. What we learned that night about the vi-

sion, empower- ment and maturity of our “not-yet voters” is truly 

i n s p i r a t i o n a l and remarkable. Keep in mind Girl Scouting’s 

mission: build- ing girls of courage, confidence and character, 

who make the world a better place.  

Today, a civil discourse on most issues is nearly impossible. 

Most influen- cers seem to drown out individuals who want to 

learn “the story behind the story” and reach thoughtful well-

researched con- clusions. Yet the Girl Scouts’ participation in and 

embracing of the 12,000 Voices initiative was a model for us all. 

T h e  n a m e 12,000 Voices was chosen for its aspirational 

value. Start with readings of “12 Angry Men” performed by 12 Impassioned Women, over the course of one week-

end, all over the country: in high schools, community and regional theaters, community colleges, universities and 

community centers. Over the course of time, imagine readings in 1,000 locations, accumulating 12,000 voices. The 

event is planned to take place nationally every year. 

The readings took place in every nook and  cranny of the country, in red, blue and purple communities in all 50 

states. And after each staged reading there was an opportunity to update voter registration and learn about voter 

engagement.  Voter suppression is real. Gerrymandering is real. Individual voices and votes matter.  

We can increase awareness and participation through the power of girls’ and women’s voices as they read this clas-

sic play. Only one juror votes “not guilty.” As tempers flare and the arguments begin, the audience learns about 

each member of the jury. The power of one impassioned voice, speaking with conviction, is breathtaking. 

And what did the girls take away from this experience? That taking positive risks builds confidence and leadership 

skills. They developed greater understanding of the extreme importance of the role of a jury in our judicial system; 

a civic duty that should be welcomed, not avoided. Girl Scouts promise to serve their country and help people at all 

times, and civic engagement fits very well within this pledge. They feel empowered, they know they have a voice 

within the civic community, and that their voices and opinions e can increase awareness and participation through 

the power of girls’ and women’s voices as they read this classic play.  Only one juror votes “not guilty.” As tem-

pers flare and the arguments begin, the audience learns about each member of the jury. The power of one impas-

sioned voice, speaking with conviction, is breathtaking. 

And what did the girls take away from this experience? That taking positive risks builds confidence and leadership 

skills. They developed greater understanding of the extreme importance of the role of a jury in our judicial system; 

a civic duty that should be welcomed, not avoided. Girl Scouts promise to serve their country and help people at all 

times, and civic engagement fits very well within this pledge. They feel empowered, they know they have a voice 

within the civic community, and that their voices and opinions matter.  

Additionally Girl Scouts of Suffolk County was delighted to have a show of amazing diversity among its women 

actors, with a wide range of ages, cultural backgrounds and life experience, which is quite different from the     

This Weeks Health Video  original cast of “12 Angry Men.”  Such diversity brought a refreshing and exciting tone  

(continued on next page) 
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to the script, and strengthened the message of the show, allowing it to become that much more significant. The  

audience ranged in age from middle-schoolers through grandparents, but each person was able to take away a 

clear and cogent understanding of the power of individuals to make a difference in situations both small and 

personal, or national and affecting our place in in society and the planet we all share. Let’s all learn from Girl 

Scouts; they will be our future leaders.  

For more information on Girl Scouting in Suffolk County, visit www.gssc.us or call 631-543-6622. The league 

looks forward to strengthening our partnerships with the Girl Scouts and encouraging youth civic education 

and engagement in a nonpartisan environment. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

NEW YORK STATE LWV CONVENTION 

JUNE 5 –7 at the Albany Hilton 

Please consider attending the convention in Albany for delegates from all over New York State.  It is a great 

introduction to league procedures and goals and a good way to meet women and men in other leagues.  Learn-

ing from them about programs that work gives us ideas of ways to improve our league.  If you are a new mem-

ber, and think you don’t know enough to attend the convention, you are wrong!  It is especially good for new 

members.  You might have questions about League history or priorities, or you might have suggestions to im-

prove the League..  The convention is a great way to learn more about efforts that succeed. If you have never 

seen parliamentary rules in action, the convention uses them very effectively.  This way, everyone gets a 

chance to participate. Or just to watch   

We can send two delegates.  If you are interested, or think you might be interested, please contact me or one of 

the board members.  Our budget will cover the registration, hotel, and travel costs.  It starts on Saturday after-

noon and closes on Sunday, but includes workshops on Friday for those who wish to come early.  Some other 

league members from Suffolk County will be driving, and may have room for an additional person.   

Some of the workshops and discussion groups:  

“The 2020 Census: Is There a Role for the League?” 

  “How to Make the League More Diverse and Inclusive?” 

.  “Civil Discourse: How Can We Achieve That Today?” 

  “Action Civics: A 21st Century Approach to Educating Youth for Democratic  

     Participation”  

    “The Woman's Hour Has Struck: Winning the Vote”– Elaine Weiss (dinner speaker) 

 

 

 



Page 7 

 

OUR SEVENTIETH ANNIVERSARY LUNCHEON, APRIL 13 

Members and guests enjoyed our luncheon at Harbor Crab restaurant, and celebrated the Brookhaven League, 

which combined the leagues in North Brookhaven and Bellport into one chapter for all of Brookhaven in 1949.  

This year, our membership has grown to 85.  We hope that the new members who have joined will find that the 

League offers them opportunities to become informed and active in our Brookhaven communities, as well as 

Islip and Riverhead (there is no league in Islip or Riverhead, so we welcome members from both towns).  

Looking back to 1949, we invited Lawrence Levy, founder of the National Center of Suburban Studies at   

Hofstra University, to speak about changes in suburbia during the past seventy years.  He has co-authored ma-

jor regional studies and the five Long Island Regional Economic Development plans.  As reporter, editorial 

writer, columnist and PBS host, he has been awarded many of journalism’s top awards, including Pulitzer Fi-

nalist.  

Dean Levy is known for blending national trends and local perspectives. Citing the many differences between 

Nassau and Suffolk Counties, he traced the housing patterns in Suffolk, which have resulted in racial segrega-

tion in many of its communities.  Noting that, he pointed out that the schools in districts that are mostly white 

are also better financed and better able to educate their children for changes in the employment market.         

Solutions such as school district consolidation would help, but are very unlikely to be acceptable to the local 

districts. Unless there are changes in the housing patterns that create segregated schools, a large number of stu-

dents in low-performing schools will carry on the burden of inequality of their parents.  Levy cited statistics 

that showed how few schools had teachers or principals who were African American, Asian, or Hispanic.  One 

of Levy’s accomplishments is Hofstra’s Celebration of Suburban Diversity, which annually brings together 

people from different races, religious and other backgrounds.  He is pleased also to be able to give back “by 

mentoring young people in journalism and public life regardless of their ideological or political  allegiance.”  

At the end of the luncheon, members who remembered their League experiences from many years ago told 

how important it was then to have the opportunity to join other women who were serious about community is-

sues while they were engaged full time in child care.  Thanks to them for sharing.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

NEXT BOOK GROUP MEETING—Thursday, May 16, 1 pm 

BRYAN STEVENSON 

JUST MERCY: AT STORY OF JUSTICE AND REDEMPTION  

 

The story of the founding of the Equal Justice Initiative, a legal practice dedicated to defending the poor, the 

wrongly condemned and those trapped in the criminal justice system awaiting execution.  Call Betsy Gaidry, 

631 846-1778 for directions if you would like to attend.  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

INTERESTED IN GETTING MORE INVOLVED IN VOTER SERVICE? 

Call Judi Bird, 631 286-3810 to join our Voter Service Planning meeting on Thursday, May 16, 7 pm. at Dee 

Henson’s in Miller Place.  
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 MAY 

Mon     May  6     LWV of Brookhaven Board Meeting, 10 am, Sue Kinsey’s 

Mon     May  6     MEETING ON GERRYMANDERING, 7 PM, COMSEWOGUE LIBRARY 

   SPEAKERS: PROFESSORS NEIL BUFFETT AND NICHOLAS GIORDANO 

Thur    May 16   Book Group - Bryan Stevenson’s Just Mercy, 1 pm, at Betsy Gaidry’s 

Wed     May 22   Suffolk County LWV Convention, 12:30, Touro Law School, Central Islip 

   (see page 5 for information) 

JUNE 

Mon    June 3    LWV of Brookhaven Board Meeting, 10 am,  

Thurs   June 13   ANNUAL MEETING, 5:30, Brookhaven Free Library, Beaver Dam Road,  

   Brookhavenoriginal cast of “12 Angry Men.”  Such diversity brought a refreshing and 

exciting tone to the  

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS  

POST OFFICE BOX 92 

BELLPORT, NEW YORK 11713 


