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The League of Women Voters of New York State is a multi-issue, non-partisan, grassroots organization of women and men 

organized in 60 local Leagues throughout the state.  Since its formation in 1919, the League has encouraged the informed 

and active participation of citizens in government and influenced public policy through education and advocacy at the local, 
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TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

 
INTRODUCTION ........................................................................................................................................ 4  
 
PLANNING A VOTER REGISTRATION DRIVE ........................................................................... 5 
 
VOTING ELIGIBILITY .............................................................................................................................. 7 
 
POLITICAL CALENDAR ........................................................................................................................... 7 
 
REGISTRATION 
Why Register ....................................................................................................................................................... 7 
Permanent Registration ..................................................................................................................................... 7 
How to Register ................................................................................................................................................. 7 
Registration by Mail or In Person .................................................................................................................... 8 
Special Presidential Ballot ................................................................................................................................. 8 
Party Enrollment ................................................................................................................................................ 9 
Protections against Registration Fraud ........................................................................................................... 9 
Voter Registration and Jury Duty .................................................................................................................... 9 
Primary Election ................................................................................................................................................ 9 

 
VOTING: SPECIAL CASES 
Applying for an Absentee Ballot ................................................................................................................... 10 
Absentee Voting ............................................................................................................................................... 10 
Blind, Disabled or Elderly Voters .................................................................................................................. 10 
18 Year Olds ..................................................................................................................................................... 11 
Members of  the Military ................................................................................................................................. 11 
College and University Students .................................................................................................................... 11 
Citizens Living Outside of  the US ................................................................................................................ 11 
Name Change ................................................................................................................................................... 12 

APPENDICES 
Appendix A INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILLING OUT THE NYS REGISTRATION FORM 
Appendix B SAMPLE NEW YORK STATE VOTER REGISTRATION FORM 
Appendix C SAMPLE NATIONAL VOTER REGISTRATION FORM 
Appendix D COLLEGE STUDENTS’ REGISTRATION FORM 
Appendix E STATEMENTS OF PHILOSOPHIES OF CURRENTLY RECOGNIZED 
 POLITICAL PARTIES 
Appendix F ELECTION RELATED PUBLICATIONS 

 



The Road To the Voting Booth, Part III         How to Conduct a Successful Voter Registration Drive 
 

4 | P a g e  

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

There are many reasons why all citizens should be encouraged to register and to vote.  

Voting is not only a right, it is a privilege.  As recently as the 1960’s, African-Americans were 

killed or jailed for their efforts to register and vote. In other areas of the world today, people are 

still fighting and dying for the right to vote.  

 Every voter makes a difference. 

 When you do not vote, you let someone else choose the winner—someone whose stand 

on the issues may be very different than yours 

 Voting should be as important as a rite of passage into adulthood as getting a driver’s 

license 

 Politicians listen to those groups which they know vote.  You’re more likely to be able to 

influence an elected official’s position on issues if you vote.  

 

Registration is only the beginning of the process.  *Everyone who registers needs to be 

encouraged to vote! 

 

*LWVNY local leagues have all done an excellent job in registering voters.  Now more than 

ever we need to be certain that we are doing everything to not only be nonpartisan when we hold 

our drives, but to be perceived as non partisan.  Good training of volunteers that stresses our non 

partisan position plus signage at voter registration tables clearly stating that we do not support or 

oppose any candidate or party is essential. 

 

*Local leagues in the past have not actively worked to encourage newly registered voters to 

become voters.   When planning and holding drives, decide on how and who will be doing 

follow up to remind newly registered voters to vote. 
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PLANNING A VOTER REGISTRATION DRIVE 

 
A successful voter registration drive must be well organized and, above all, nonpartisan.  

Organizers must provide accurate registration and voting information.  The steps below outline 

the proper procedures to use when planning your registration drive.  Following these steps will 

enable you to assist many citizens to register to vote in New York State. 

 

1. Select an individual or form a committee to oversee registration activities.  In NYS, 

you do not have to be officially appointed to assist citizens in registering to vote.   

2. Target the group to be registered, for example: 

a. high school and/or college students 

b. employees 

c. newly naturalized citizens 

d. new residents to your community 

e. senior housing, independent living and assisted-living residents 

f. the general public. 

3. Work with your county Board of Elections.  Voter registration forms and absentee 

ballot applications are available from them.  Notify them early if you will need a large 

number of forms.  Some Boards require a written request on school or agency letterhead.  

The National Mail Voter Registration Form, available on the website of the Election 

Assistance Commission (http://www.eac.gov/), is a useful addition to the usual 

registration form especially when doing corporate or college registrations where many 

people may not be New York State residents. 

4. Select a site.  A visible, accessible area with a constant flow of traffic is best.  Remember 

to get permission from those in charge of the building or event.  Consider festivals, fairs, 

sporting events, concerts, schools (including colleges and universities), shopping malls, 

train stations, local stores and businesses. 

5. Select dates and times.  Late summer and early fall are the traditional times to hold voter 

registration drives.  Spring is usually better when registering high school students.  

Registration activities should take place within a brief, set time frame (e.g., September20-

22, 10 AM - 2 PM).  This makes it easier to attract volunteer workers. 

6. Coordinate with other groups, for example, the AARP, NAACP, Chamber of 

Commerce or a community group.  Staging an event or a celebrity appearance, or setting 

up a table at another organization’s event can be effective in attracting potential new 

voters. 

7. Gather needed materials and information:  

a. registration forms 

b. absentee ballot applications 

c. absentee voting information 

d. list of registration deadlines 

e. political calendar 

f. blue or black pens 

g. instructions for volunteers 

h. name tags for volunteers 

i. tables and chairs 

j. identifying signs and/or posters, LWV banners 
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k. stamps to sell (except in New York City) 

l. list of offices to be filled and the names of candidates (if available) 

m. copies of this publication (available from LWVNYS) 

n. sealed  box (optional). 

8. Recruit, train, and assign volunteers. 

Volunteers should be trained to fill out the Registration forms (see Appendices A, B and 

C), and be provided with information about registration deadlines.  You will need to make 

a special effort to impress volunteers with their responsibility to protect the right to vote 

of the citizens they are helping to register.  Volunteers must understand the importance of 

filling out the forms correctly and returning them promptly to election officials.  LWV 

should provide training to all volunteers, including how to help residents from other areas 

who might request information or assistance. (This is especially important when holding 

a registration drive at a college or university.)   

 

Volunteer assignments should be carefully planned to make the best use of limited time.  

Try to select times that will keep the volunteers busy.  Make sure no one is working 

alone, but do not over-staff a site.  Encourage volunteers to get out from behind the table 

and work the crowd. 

9. Follow strict guidelines.  It is best to instruct registrants to mail their completed forms.  

You could sell stamps for this purpose (except New York City where forms are pre-

stamped), or if your League can afford it, you can provide stamps.  Alternatively, you 

could provide a sealed box into which registrants can deposit their completed forms.  Be 

sure to take the sealed box to your county Board of Elections at the end of each day. 

Some boards of elections allow delivery of a group of forms without a lockbox, but if you 

choose to do this, realize that you are legally responsible for guaranteeing that every one 

of those forms reaches the Board of Elections. Some LWV members offer to mail the 

forms for people. This also is a legal responsibility, and if a form does not get delivered, 

the LWV could be held responsible. 

10. Publicize your drive well in advance.  Use the media---newspapers, radio, TV, and the 

internet, to promote voter registration.  Submit editorials, articles and public service 

announcements providing information about registration deadlines.  Advertise your voter 

registration drive including the sites and times.  Remember to use posters, flyers and 

billboards, as well as your website.  You can also e-mail organizations in your 

community. 

11. Keep good records and evaluate the drive.  It will make future voter registration drives 

easier to plan. 

12. Congratulate yourself for a job well done. 
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VOTING ELIGIBILITY 

 
Voting Qualifications 

To be eligible to vote in NYS, you must be: 

 be a United States citizen 

 be 18 years old by December 31 of the year in which you file this form (note: you must 

be 18 years old by the date of the general, primary or other election in which you want to 

vote) 

 live at your present address at least 30 days before an election 

 not be in prison or on parole for a felony conviction  

 not be adjudged mentally incompetent by a court 

 not claim the right to vote elsewhere. 

 

Ex-felons who have been pardoned or restored to the rights of citizenship by the governor, or 

whose maximum sentence of imprisonment has expired, or who have been discharged from 

parole may register and vote. 

 

POLITICAL CALENDAR 

 
 General elections:  annually, the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November 

 Primary elections:  usually the first Tuesday after the second Monday in September 

(subject to change by the New York State Legislature). 

 Village elections:  annually or biennially, usually the third Tuesday in March or June 

 School District elections:  usually in May 

 Fire District elections:  the second Tuesday in December 

 Special elections:  as needed 

 

REGISTRATION 

 
Registration is the act of entering one’s name and place of residence on a list of persons eligible 

to vote.  To become a registered voter, a citizen must fill out and sign a registration form which is 

then processed by the county Board of Elections.  It is simply a means of identifying voters.   

Once registered, you are eligible to vote in general, local, school and special elections. 

 

Why Register? 

You must be registered in order to vote. 

 

Permanent Registration 

Your registration is permanent unless you move.  Name, address or party enrollment changes can 

be made by submitting a new registration application.   

 

Under the provisions of the National Voter Registration Act (commonly referred to as the “Motor 

Voter” bill because it provides for new voter registration on applying for or renewing drivers’ 

licenses or non-driver ID cards), if you move within your county and have not had the 

opportunity to notify the Board of Elections you can go to the polling place in your new location 
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and vote by Affidavit Ballot.  This will be sent to the Board of Elections, which will verify the 

new address. The vote will be counted and the address change will be noted. 

 

How to Register 

1. Register by Mail 

Forms should be available from your county Board of Elections, town or city halls, post 

office, political parties, various state agencies (see list in #2 below), some social service 

agencies, and the LWV. They can be obtained from the NYS Board of Elections website 

(www.elections.state.ny.us), local Board of Election websites and the LWVNYS website 

(www.lwvny.org), or by calling 1-800-FOR_VOTE or 1-866-LWVNYS1.  
 

Postage is required (except in New York City). Forms must be postmarked no later than 

25 days before the election and received by your county Board of Elections no later than 

22 days before the election. 

2. Register in Person 

You may register to vote at your county Board of Elections on any business day 

throughout the year. You may also register at a wide variety of NYS agencies, as a result 

of the “Agency-Based Voter Registration Program,” which is a component of the 

National Voter Registration Act (NVRA). These agencies include the following: 

a. Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) 

b. Department of Health – WIC Program 

c. Department of Labor 

d. Department of Social Services 

e. Department of State 

f. Department of Veteran’s Affairs 

g. Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services 

h. City and State Universities of NY (CUNY and SUNY) 

i. Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired 

j. Commission on quality of Care for the Mentally Disabled 

k. Division of Veterans’ Affairs 

l. Military Recruiting Offices 

m. Office for the Aging 

n. Office of the Advocate for Persons with Disabilities 

o. Office of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities 

p. Vocational and Educational Services for Individuals with Disabilities 

q. Workers’ Compensation Board 
 

Citizens who move within their county or within New York City after the last day of local 

registration, whether or not they were already registered, may register in person at their 

county Board of Elections up to 10 days before the election.  New citizens, naturalized 

after the local registration day, may register in person at their county Board of Elections 

up to 10 days before the election. 

 

Special Presidential Ballot 

If you move out of your current jurisdiction before Election Day and will not meet the residence 

requirements of the jurisdiction into which you move, you need not lose your right to vote for 

President of the United States.  Simply apply for a special presidential ballot.  Contact your local 
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Board of Elections to find out the date by which you must apply, and the date by which the ballot 

must be returned to the Board of Elections. Voters moving into a new jurisdiction must request a 

special presidential ballot from the jurisdiction in which they are registered to vote.   

 

Party Enrollment 

Enrollment is the act of joining a political party.  There are currently (2011) six recognized 

political parties in NYS: Democratic, Republican, Independence, Conservative, Green and 

Working Family. A recognized party is one whose candidate for governor received at least 

50,000 votes on that party’s line in the last gubernatorial election. When you register, you may 

enroll in one of the recognized parties by checking the appropriate box.  (See official party 

philosophies in Appendix E.)  If you choose not to enroll in any party, you must check the box on 

the registration form labeled, “I do not wish to enroll in a party.”   
 

Registered voters may change their party enrollment at any time by completing the enrollment 

section of the registration form.  (Note:  to be an “independent” you must check “I do not wish to 

enroll in a party.”  If you check “Independence” you are enrolling in the Independence Party.)  

The Board of Elections will notify you when the change takes place, which, by law, will be after 

the next general election. 
 

In order to carry petitions for a candidate, you must be an enrolled member of the party for 

which you are circulating the petition. 
 

Although only enrolled members of a political party may vote in that party’s primary election, 

registered voters may work for and vote for any candidate of any party in the general election. 
 

Protections Against Registration Fraud 

Every person who registers by mail or on local registration days receives confirmation of the 

registration by mail from the Board of Elections.  This is to verify the registrant’s residence. 
 

Each year the county Board of Elections mails a non-forwardable postcard to every registered 

voter 15-30 days before the local registration day as a routine check to verify the person’s 

address and to inform the person of the location of their polling place.  Any postcard not 

deliverable is returned to the Board of Elections which then mails out a card to be forwarded to a 

new address informing the voter of the need to re-register. 
 

Voter Registration and Jury Duty 

Some people have the mistaken idea that they can avoid jury duty if they do not register to vote.  

The names of the jurors in New York State are drawn from multiple lists including but not 

limited to: 

 licensed drivers 

 state taxpayers 

 registered voters. 
 

Therefore, failing to register to vote does not mean you will not be called for jury duty. 
 

Primary Election 

A primary is held to choose a party’s candidates if more than one person is running for a 

particular office.  The winner of the primary election will be that party’s candidate in the general 

election. Only enrolled party members may vote in that party’s primary election. 
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VOTING:  SPECIAL CASES 
 

Applying for an Absentee Ballot 

Registered voters may vote by absentee ballot in primary and general elections for the 

following reasons: 

 absence from their county or New York City on election day 

 temporary illness or physical disability 

 permanent illness or physical disability 

 duties related to primary care of one or more individuals who are ill or physically 

disabled 

 patient or inmate in a Veterans’ Administration Hospital 

 detention in jail/prison, awaiting trial, awaiting action by a grand jury, or in prison for 

a conviction of a crime or offense which was not a felony. 
 

Absentee Voting is a two-step process. First you must complete and send in an application for 

an absentee ballot, then you must send in the completed ballot. 
 

Applications for absentee ballots are available from your county Board of Elections and the 

LWV, and may also be available at hospitals, nursing homes, colleges, libraries, senior citizen 

centers, social service agencies, state government offices and from political parties. The 

applications can be downloaded from the websites of the NYS Board of Elections 

(www.elections.state.ny.us), many local Boards of Elections, and the LWVNYS 

(www.lwvny.org).  
 

An Absentee Ballot may also be requested by sending a letter to the county Board of 

Elections. (It must be received no earlier than 30 days and no later than seven days before the 

election.) The letter must contain the address where the voter is registered, the address to 

which the ballot is to be sent, the reason for the request, and the voter’s signature.  An 

application form will be mailed with the ballot. This application form must then be 

completed and returned along with the ballot. 
 

If you apply to a Board of Elections for an absentee ballot by mail, it will be mailed to you. If 

you cannot pick up your ballot, or will be unable to receive it through the mail, you can 

designate someone to pick it up for you. Only the person designated on your application may 

pick up and deliver your ballot.  
 

Completed applications must be postmarked no later than the seventh day before the election 

or delivered in person to your county Board of Elections no later than the day before the 

election. 

 

Absentee Voting 

Your completed ballot must be hand delivered to your county Board of Elections by the close 

of polls on Election Day or postmarked no later than the day before Election Day and 

received by the Board of Elections within seven days after Election Day. 

 

Blind, Disabled or Elderly Voters 

If you require assistance at the polling place, you may be aided by anyone you select (except 

your employer or a union representative) or by a poll worker. Poll workers are trained in the 
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use of the accessible Ballot Marking Device (BMD) which must be in each polling place. 

This device allows individuals with special needs to vote privately and securely. 
 

The mail-check postcard you receive from your county Board of Elections will indicate if 

your polling place is accessible.  If you polling place is not accessible, you may have it 

changed to one that is by contacting your county Board of Elections and requesting the 

necessary form.  This form must be filed with the county Board of Elections at least 14 days 

before the election. 
 

You may vote by absentee ballot. If you are permanently ill or disabled, you have the right to 

receive an absentee ballot for each subsequent election without further application.  Simply 

file an application with your county Board of Elections describing your illness or disability.  

The Board will investigate and if satisfied, will mark your registration records “Permanently 

Disabled.”  You will then receive absentee ballots prior to future elections in which you are 

eligible to vote. 

 

18 Year Olds 

Young people who will be 18 by the end of the calendar year are permitted to register to vote 

before their birthday. To be eligible to vote, he/she must be 18 on or before Election Day. 

 

Members of the Military 

Persons serving in the military may vote from their designated “home of record,” regardless 

of where they may be stationed or for how long. If the home of record is in NY, you may 

register and vote in local, state and federal elections by completing an application and 

sending it to the Board of Elections in your ‘home of record’ county. The application will 

register you and serve as your absentee ballot application, and will be valid for 2 federal 

elections. 
 

Applications are available from your Voting Assistance Officer on base, or you can go to 

www.fvap.gov, for forms and information. Be sure to share any change of address with your 

Board of Elections. If you have questions, contact the state Board of Elections at 518-473-

5086 or www.elections.state.ny.us, contact your Voting Assistance Officer at 800-438-8683, 

or your US Embassy office. You can also receive your applications and ballot via email. 

Check the NYS Board of Elections web site for more information. 

 

College and University Students 

College students may register and vote in their college community if they claim that 

community as their legal, permanent residence.  However, some local Boards of Elections 

require students to meet more stringent tests of residency than are required of others.   
 

Before undertaking a college student voter registration drive, obtain information from the 

county Board of Elections where the college is located regarding that Board’s requirements 

for registering in the college community. (See Appendix D, as well as the LWVNYS 

brochure “Your Right to Vote in NYS: College Students.”) 

 

Citizens Living Outside of the US 

Citizens living outside of the US may vote from their last US address. If that address is in 

NY, your completed application should be sent to the Board of Elections in the county in 
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which you lived prior to moving overseas. Your application will register you and serve as 

your absentee ballot application. You may vote for federal offices: President/Vice President, 

US Senate and congressional representatives. In years in which presidential conventions are 

held, you may also be eligible to vote for convention delegates. 

Once registered, you will receive ballots by mail for each of the elections for which you are 

eligible to vote. Your application will be valid for 2 federal elections. Once registered, you 

will receive forms directly from your Board of Elections, on which you must update your 

overseas address. If you move back to the US, contact your Board of Elections to have your 

registration reflect that change. 
 

For forms and information, go to www.fvap.gov, contact the State Board of Elections at 1-

800-367-8683 or www.elections.state.ny.us, the Federal Voter Assistance Program at 800-

438-8683, or your US Embassy office. 

 

Name Change 

If you marry or change your name, you may vote under the previous name under which you 

were registered.  If you wish to use your new name, you sign it above the signature of your 

previous name.  The Board of Elections will note the change, and in the future, you may vote 

using your new name. 



 

 

APPENDIX A 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILLING OUT THE  

NYS VOTER REGISTRATION FORM 

**NOTE:  FORM MUST BE PRINTED IN BLUE OR BLACK INK ONLY. 

 

The numbers below refer to the question number on the NYS Voter Registration Form. 

1. Check yes or no. (U.S. Citizen means either by birth or naturalized.) 

2. Check yes or no. If you will be 18 by the end of the calendar year but not before election 

day, you can register but will not be able to vote until you are 18. 

3. Enter all requested information.  (Suffix refers to Jr., Sr., II, etc.) 

4. Date of birth:  put down numbers for your month, date and year.  For example, if your 

birthday is July 1, 1975, write:  07/01/1975. 

5. Check “M” or “F” 

6. “Telephone” is optional; you do not need to supply this information, but if there is a 

question about your form, your identity, your residence etc. it will take less time to 

contact you by phone. 

7. Address where you live. Be sure to indicate the name of your county. 

8. Mailing address.  Fill in only if it is different from your home address (a box number, 

etc.). 

9. Check “yes” if you have voted before, even if in another state or NYS county. 

10. Fill in the most recent year you voted before or enter a “?” if you don't remember. 

11. If you voted before under a different name, a different address and/or in a different NYS 

county, write down what the old information was. 

12. You must check one box. If you do not provide a DMV number or the last four digits or 

your SSN, provide a copy of a valid photo ID, a current utility bill, bank statement, 

paycheck, government check or some other government document that shows your name 

and address, and mail it in with the form. If you don't provide verifiable ID information, 

you will be asked for it when you go to the polls for the first time. 

13. Check only one box, either the box next to the party of your choice, or the box next to “I 

do not wish to enroll in a party.” (If “Independence Party” is checked, you will be 

enrolled in that party, you will not be considered an independent voter.) 

14. Two optional boxes: Check the appropriate box to request an absentee ballot or to 

indicate that you want to be an Election Day worker. 

15. Read, sign and date.  

 

If you do not receive a Confirmation of Registration from your local Board of Elections within a 

reasonable time after mailing your registration form, call them to make sure your application was 

received.  

 

Local Boards of Elections send registered voters a non-forwardable postcard in August to verify 

their residence, and to inform them of the location of their polling place. If you do not received 

this card, call your Board of Elections to make sure there is no problem with your registration. 

 

 

 



 

 

APPENDIX D 
COLLEGE STUDENTS’ REGISTRATION AND VOTING INFORMATION 

 

You may register and vote if you are a US citizen and reach your 18th birthday on or before 

Election Day. While in college, you may decide to vote either in your home district or at your 

college address. 
 

What are the reasons for registering and voting in my college community?  

In making the choice where to register to vote, you should consider that, while you might have a 

close relationship with and interest in your home community, you do also have a stake in the 

local issues of your college community. Issues such as off-campus housing and zoning 

restrictions, the environment, taxes, transportation and personal safety all affect your quality of 

living. Voting in your college community also is more convenient and relieves you of the need to 

apply for and return an absentee ballot. Every voter needs to have information about the issues 

and the candidates. Registering and voting at college can give you the opportunity to become 

involved with, and informed about, the local issues in your college town or city. Becoming 

involved in the issues, and learning about local politics, are some of the ways in which you can 

begin to build a relationship with other residents of the community. If you consider the college 

community your primary residence, you should register to vote in that community.  
 

Am I really a resident of my college community?  

Although there have been some historical challenges to the residency of college students by 

some involved in elections in New York State, the county boards of election have become aware 

of the legal issues involved in questioning or challenging students about their current or future 

intentions for residing in the college locality. If you are concerned about how you will be treated 

when submitting your voter registration application in your college community, check with your 

campus student affairs office, NYPIRG chapter, or other student organizations involved in 

political activity. You can also check with the town/city clerk or the county board of elections.  
 

Students live in their college towns anywhere from nine to 12 months of the year, for at least four 

years. This means that students are no more transient than the average American family, which 

typically moves once every four years. Moreover, the U.S. Census Bureau considers students to 

be residents of their college community. Federal funds are distributed to municipalities based on 

figures that include the student population. Students contribute to the college community in 

many valuable ways. They work as volunteers in a host of civic organizations, help to create jobs 

in the community, bolster the local economy, and pay sales and gasoline taxes.  
 

What are the reasons for registering at my home address?  

If you don't consider your college community your primary residence and/or you have a special 

interest in the local issues at your home address, you have a good reason for voting there. The 

people and issues you vote for will have impact that is more lasting on you if you intend to return 

to this location to live. It is also possible that you are still subject to taxes and student 

loan/scholarship regulations at your home address. If this is the case, having a voice in the policy 

decisions about these issues might be important for you. Just remember, if you want your vote to 

be counted at your home residence, you must be registered at that address and be aware of 

absentee ballot regulations and procedures. If you are not from New York State and wish to vote 

in your home community, check your state’s board of elections web site for information about 

how to do so. 



 

 

APPENDIX E 

STATEMENTS OF PHILOSOPHY OF RECOGNIZED  

POLITICAL PARTIES IN NYS 

In 2006, the LWV of NYS wrote to the five recognized political parties in the state, requesting a 

statement of each party’s philosophy.  Following are the responses received.  

 

Republican Party 

“Why Am I A Republican?                     

 I believe in the promise of America and the goodness of the American people.  

 I believe that the roots of our society are found in strong families, personal faith, solid 

communities, and love of country.  

 I believe that our flag, the "Stars and Stripes", is a true and unique symbol of the pride 

and patriotism Americans share in their beloved nation.  

 I believe that America is still the "shining city on a hill", and represents the dreams and 

aspirations of current and future generations of American citizens.  

 I believe that our government is best when it is closest to the people that it serves.  

 I believe that government and governmental programs should be efficient, and provide 

full accountability for the practices and policies its leaders propose and implement.  

 I believe in the spirit of free enterprise, in which capitalism is the best means to keep our 

economy running strong, both now and in the future.  

 I believe that while government can and should be the provider of some essential 

services, it should function with limited taxation, financial efficiency and the adoption of 

innovations to allow taxpayers to get the most for their hard-earned tax dollars.  

 I believe that America's military is the most powerful military force in the world, and that 

our brave men and women who serve our nation deserve the respect and admiration a 

grateful nation can only bestow.  

 I believe that governments first and foremost responsibility is the providing of safety and 

security to our citizens.  

 I believe that the rights of law-abiding citizens should outweigh the rights of criminals 

and that the enforcement of existing laws, combined with the addition of innovative, 

common-sense policies, is the best means of furthering a civil society.  

 I believe that our natural environment is a precious resource for all humankind, and that 

citizens and government should work together to implement common-sense policies that 

allow for both environmental protection and economic growth.  

 I believe that in the spirit of Abraham Lincoln, all persons are created equal, and that I 

oppose discrimination in any form, against any person, and for any reason.  

 I believe in an inclusive political party, a party with a "big tent" approach where I am 

encouraged to share my beliefs and to disagree with those who share opposing 

viewpoints.  

 I believe that Republican Party leaders and officials have brought needed change to New 

York State and I agree that supporting their efforts is the best way to ensure a brighter 

future for many years to come.”  

 

 



 

 

Democratic Party 

“The Democratic Party is the people’s party, founded on basic principles that value the rights of 

individuals and respect for the dignity of all New Yorkers. 

 

Democrats believe our communities are stronger when we join together and work toward a 

common goal.  Democrats are dedicated to building futures of hope that are based on the ability 

of all New Yorkers to find work when they want it and need it. 

 

To achieve that, we need a strong business community that is rewarded for its investments with 

lower taxes. 

 

Children must be given new and better opportunities through a free and quality education that 

shows them positive ways to succeed. 

 

And government surely must help the most vulnerable among us, whether they are homeless, 

elderly, infirm, or otherwise unable to care for themselves. 

 

We are the party that has always showed the way toward change through real leadership – 

whether it was Franklin Delano Roosevelt leading us out of a depression, John Kennedy leading 

us into a new world of aspiration and possibility, or Bill Clinton leading us to an era of economic 

expansion that helped lift and extend opportunities to all Americans. 

 

The Democratic Party will always be the party that fights to provide new answers for our time.” 

 

 

Independence Party (from the website of the NYS Independence Party)         
“The Independence Party of New York is organized around a core of values, beliefs and 

principles, and these are embodied in the objectives described in this platform. The following 

elements define the mission of the party: 

 To restore democratic choice and electoral accountability. 

 To put an end to budget deficits, unfunded pension liabilities, and other under- funded 

long term liabilities. 

 To create a modern budgetary process that uses professionally acceptable accounting 

standards and accrual accounting, avoiding mandates, understated liabilities, and off-line 

budgeting. 

 To diminish the pervasive and pernicious role of campaign contributions in buying access 

to legislative decision making and in promoting claims to public money. 

 To promote public policies that are more directly consistent with the desires and needs of 

the public: 

a. In welfare, where Americans want a system that discourages teenage pregnancy, 

encourages work, and encourages families to stay together. 

b. In education, where Americans want to promote improvements that move us 

toward a world class education system. 

c. In crime, where Americans want a system that keeps violent felons off the street, 

and which promotes more creative alternatives to incarceration for nonviolent 

criminals. 



 

 

d. In taxation and spending, where Americans want solutions that do not require 

continually increasing the burden of taxation on Americans and do not require 

continually expanding the scope of government activity.” 

 

 

Conservative Party 

“The Conservative Party is dedicated to upholding the principles championed by America’s 

Founders in the Federalist Papers and the Constitution.  These principles include an unwavering 

commitment to a democratic-republican form of government; to the rule of law; to a strong 

national defense; to the free enterprise system that has produced the unparalleled abundance that 

our nation enjoys; and to individual liberty. 

 

The Conservative Party believes that to safeguard these principles, this country must maintain an 

economic system which is controlled by the people and not by omnipotent government.  Toward 

this end, the Party supports efforts to rid the economic system of unnecessary government 

intervention. 

 

In foreign affairs, the Conservative Party is an advocate of policies which will give the United 

State the military power it needs to defend its national interests in a hostile world.  We further 

believe that this country should support its allies and truly democratic movements around the 

world.” 

 

 

Working Families Party 

“The Working Families Party is a grassroots, community and labor based political party with a 

goal of injecting the issues of working-class, middle-class, and poor people—like jobs, health 

care, education, and housing—into the public debate, and holding candidates and elected 

officials accountable on those issues. We fight for families, parents, children, seniors and 

students. Our organizing strategy is to start local, think long-term, combine campaign work with 

organizing and education. We build from the bottom up -- from local communities and the 

elections that are decided in them -- rather than the top down. We believe it is essential to a 

healthy society that politicians be held accountable to working people rather than loyal to 

corporate special interests.   

 

We're guided by the principles of equality, responsibility, community and freedom. We stand for 

"the commons" -- all the creations of society and nature that we inherit jointly and hold in trust 

for future generations. We think there's a need for a principled defense of the public sphere.  A 

vigorous, effective public sector is a vital part of a good society, providing many goods and 

services that would be far more costly - or out of reach entirely - to working people without it. 

More broadly, we want to reinvigorate "the commons" all those public spaces and institutions 

that people maintain and use collectively. In a society devoted with increasing single-mindedness 

to the pursuit of profit, we think there's a place for a party that stands up for the public good.” 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

APPENDIX F 

ELECTION RELATED PUBLICATIONS 

The following publications are available from the League of Women Voters of New York State: 

 First Vote 

 The Road to the Voting Booth, Parts I, II and III 

o Part I  A Handbook for Voter Service Directors 

o Part II  A Handbook for Candidates’ Meetings 

o Part III  A Handbook for Organizing Voter Registration Drives 

 Voters Guide I and Voters Guide II (published annually) 

o Voter Guide I contains information about registering to vote and answers general 

voting questions. 

o Voter Guide II contains information on state ballot issues (if there are any that 

year), and statewide candidate information. 

 Your Right to Vote in New York State 

o College Students 

o Homeless Individuals 

o Individuals with Disabilities 

o Individuals with Criminal Convictions and Those Detained in Jail or Prison 

o Individuals with Mental Health Disabilities 

 

For Prices and Ordering Information, Contact: 

League of Women Voters of New York State 

Telephone:  518-465-4162 

E-mail:  lwvny@lwvny.org 

Website:  www.lwvny.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 


