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CONFERENCE AGENDA 
 

2019 Convention Room Floor 
        

Friday Office Albany 
Ballroom 
Level 

11:30-1:00 Board meeting with lunch Empire 
Ballroom 
Level 

12:30-8:00 Registration Chamber Gallery Lobby 
1:15 - 2:30 Workshops (5 rooms)     

  LWVNYS Policy on  No Empty Chair Gov D 
Ballroom 
Level 

  Fundraising Gov C 
Ballroom 
Level 

  Civics Empire 
Ballroom 
Level 

  Social Media, Websites, and Other Technology Capital 
Ballroom 
Level 

  Court Simplification State 
Ballroom 
Level 

3:00 Tour of Capitol meet in Lobby 2:40   

4:15-5:45 Speaker on Census and small group discussions Gov C and D 
Ballroom 
Level 

6:00-6:30 Sales/Exhibits Chambers Lobby 
6:00-6:30 Welcome reception Kelsey's Lobby 
6:30-8:30 Dinner with speaker Kelsey's Lobby 

9:00-10:00  Evening caucuses (5 rooms)     

  Moderating Candidate Forums Empire 
Ballroom 
Level 

  Advocacy Training and what's hot? Gov D 
Ballroom 
Level 

  Fact or Fake: Exploring the Role of Media in 
Politics Capital 

Ballroom 
Level 

  Reviving Civility Gov C 
Ballroom 
Level 

  Proposed Voter Rep/Election Process 
Concurrence State 

Ballroom 
Level 

8:30-10:30 Sales/Exhibit Room Chambers Lobby 
8:30-11 Hospitality Suite 1415 Rockefeller 14th Floor 
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Suite 

Saturday       
8:00 - 11:30 Registration Chambers Gallery Lobby 
8:30 - 9:45 Workshops (6)     

  Youth Programs of LLs Empire 
Ballroom 
Level 

  Election Laws and New Grant Gov D 
Ballroom 
Level 

  Parliamentary Procedures and League Plenary Gov C 
Ballroom 
Level 

  Membership/league management State 
Ballroom 
Level 

  Addressing Food Waste and Food Insecurity Hudson Atrium Level 

  Vote 411 Training Capital 
Ballroom 
Level 

10:00-11:30 DEI Training Hudson Atrium Level 
11:45- 1:30 Lunch with speaker Kelsey's Lobby 

1:45 – 5:00 Plenary Gov C and D 
Ballroom 
Level 

5:00-6:30 Sales/Exhibit Room Chambers Lobby 

5:30-6:30 Reception West Gallery 
Ballroom 
Level 

6:30-8:30 Dinner with speaker and awards Kelsey's Lobby 
9:00-10:00 Evening caucuses (5 rooms)     

  Voter Service Q&A Gov D 
Ballroom 
Level 

  New Program Process (9:30-10) Empire 
Ballroom 
Level 

  2019-2020 Proposed Budget Gov C 
Ballroom 
Level 

  Women Suffrage and League History Projects Capital 
Ballroom 
Level 

  Bylaws Amendments State 
Ballroom 
Level 

  Proposed Program Planning (9-9:30) Empire 
Ballroom 
Level 

8:30-10:30 Sales/Exhibit Room Chambers Lobby 

8:30-11 Hospitality Suite 
1415 Rockefeller 
Suite 14th floor 

Sunday       
7:00-10:00 Sales/Exhibit Room Chambers Lobby 
7:00-8:00 Breakfast  Kelsey's Lobby 
8:15-9:45 DEI Continued workshop  Hudson Atrium Level 

10:00-12:00 Plenary Gov C and D 
Ballroom 
Level 
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11:30-12:30 Sales/Exhibit Room Chambers Lobby 

12:30-3:00 New board meeting with lunch Empire 
Ballroom 
Level 

 
 

FEATURED SPEAKERS  
 

“Civil Discourse: How Can We Achieve That Today?” 
Friday, June 7, 6:00 pm 
Location: Kelsey’s  
Robert Boatright, PhD,  Director of Research, National Institute of 
Civil Discourse and Professor and Chair, Political Science 
Department, Clark University 
 
Robert Boatright teaches courses on American political behavior, political parties, 

campaigns and elections, interest groups, political participation, and political theory. He has served as a 
research fellow at the Campaign Finance Institute, as an American Political Science Association 
Congressional Fellow, and as a research associate at the American Judicature Society. He is currently 
the director of research for the National Institute of Civil Discourse at the University of Arizona. He has 
published books and articles on campaign finance reform, congressional redistricting, the congressional 
budget process, and on various aspects of jury service. His most recent books include Getting 
Primaried:  The Changing Politics of Congressional Primary Challenges (University of Michigan Press, 
2013) and the Handbook of Primary Elections (Routledge, 2018).   
 

 “Action Civics: A 21st Century Approach to Educating Youth for 
Democratic Participation”  
Saturday, June 8, 11:45 am\ 
Location: Kelsey’s 
DeNora Getachew, Executive Director, Generation Citizen 
Lori Campbell, Student, Bedford Academy 
 
DeNora Getachew is a native New Yorker and passionate advocate who over the 

last decade has fought to improve our democracy at the national, state and local level. DeNora attended 
John Jay College of Criminal Justice and Fordham University School of Law. She cut her teeth working 
on local democracy and government reform for former New York City Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn. Throughout her career, she has shaped state and local policy on a host of reform issues, including 
as Campaign Manager & Legislative Counsel at the Brennan Center for Justice at NYU School of Law, 
Policy Director for then-Public Advocate Bill de Blasio, Policy Director at Citizens Union, Legislative 
Director at the New York State Trial Lawyers Association, and Legislative Attorney for the New York 
City Council’s Governmental Operations Committee. During her democracy and social justice travels, 
DeNora has contributed to the New York Times’ City blog, Huffington Post, the Des Moines Register, 
Newsday, and Gotham Gazette.  
 
Lori Campbell is a Sophomore and Honor Roll Student at Bedford Academy in Brooklyn, New York 
and Generation Citizen rising star. She was selected to participate in the Generation Citizen's 
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Community Change Fellowship, a competitive civic leadership and workforce development program for 
high school aged alumni of their in class Action Civics program, during which she worked as a Press 
Assistant in the Office of Assembly member Tremaine Wright during the summer of 2018.  
 
Lori used her strong leadership and analytical skills to join her school's debate team and in 2018 
received the Third Best Debater Award in New York City. Lori is extremely passionate about 
advocating for the needs of her community. As a member of her school's honor society, she organizes 
and manages monthly volunteer activities to serve under resourced Bedford-Stuyvesant community. Lori 
believes in Action Civics and its ability to empower young people to make a difference and shape the 
fabric of democracy. 
 
 
 
 

 “The Woman's Hour Has Struck: Winning the Vote” 
Saturday, June 8, 5:30 pm  
Location:   Reception, West Gallery 
  Dinner: Kelsey’s 
Elaine Weiss, Journalist and Author 
Co-sponsored by NYS Archives Partnership Trust  
 
Elaine Weiss is an award-winning journalist and writer whose feature writing has 
been recognized with prizes from the Society of Professional Journalists, and her 

by-line has appeared in The Atlantic, Harper’s, New York Times, Boston Globe, Philadelphia 
Inquirer, as well as reports and documentaries for National Public Radio and Voice of America. She has 
been a frequent correspondent for the Christian Science Monitor. Her long-form writing garnered a 
Pushcart Prize “Editor’s Choice” award, and she is a proud MacDowell Colony Fellow. She is the author 
of The Woman’s Hour: The Great Fight to Win the Vote. Elaine holds a graduate degree from the Medill 
School of Journalism of Northwestern University. She has worked as a Washington correspondent, 
congressional aide and speechwriter, magazine editor, and university journalism instructor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Special Thanks to our Co-sponsor of the Dinner and Speaker 
The New York State Archives Partnership Trust will help preserve and make 
accessible the archives from 350 years of New York’s colonial and state 
governments, so that they may be used for the benefit of the public.  The Trust will 
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address this mission by better informing the public about the importance of these records, by building a 
network of friends and advocates for the State Archives, and by obtaining increased public and private 
resources for work in the State Archives. 

 
WORKSHOP AND TRAINING SPEAKERS 

 
“The 2020 Census: Is There a Role for the League?” 
Friday, June 7, 4:15 pm 
Location: Governor C and D 
Jeff H. Behler, Regional Director, US Census Bureau 
 
Jeff H. Behler began his Census Bureau career in the Detroit Regional Office 
in 1997 as a survey statistician for various programs. In 2002, he transferred to 
Census Bureau headquarters in Suitland, Md., to work in the Decennial 

Management Division as a project manager for census tests in 2004, 2005 and 2006. He has also served 
as Deputy Regional Director for the Dallas Regional Office and Regional Director for the Detroit 
Regional Office. He has a bachelor's degree in statistics, mathematics and actuarial science from Central 
Michigan University 
 
 
 
“How to Make the League More Diverse and Inclusive?” 

 Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Training for All Attendees 
Saturday, June 8, 10:00-11:30 am 
Location: Hudson Ballroom 
 
Continued Sunday, June 9, 8:15-9:45 am 
Location: Hudson Ballroom 

Dr. Patrick Jean-Pierre, Assistant District Director of Diversity, Recruitment and 
Retention, Schenectady City School District 

 
Dr. Jean-Pierre has over 11 years of combined experience in urban educational settings, which includes 
public schools, charter schools and universities. Patrick’s range of professional experiences in the field 
of education includes teaching, counseling and organizational consulting that has supported systemic 
change. Patrick received his Doctorate of Psychology at Rutgers University in Organizational 
Psychology with concentrations in Community and Sport Psychology. He received his Master degrees 
from CUNY Brooklyn College in Industrial Organizational Psychology and at Stony Brook University 
(SBU) in Human Resource Management. He holds a B.A. from SBU in Psychology and a minor in 
International Studies. Patrick's research interests include masculinity, inter-group relations, and systemic 
change. 
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WORKSHOPS AND INFORMATION SESSIONS 
 
Friday 1:15 – 2:30 pm 
 
Civics 
How can local Leagues increase civics education 
in their schools? 
Laura Ladd Bierman, LWVNYS Executive 
Director 

 

LWVNYS Policy on No Empty Chair 
Discuss with local and state League leaders how 
they are accommodating the state policy on no 
empty chairs (or really at least 2 candidates 
present) for candidate forums. 
Judy Weinstein, LWV of Rochester 
 

Fundraising 
Share your fundraising tips with others and learn 
the successes of some of our local Leagues. All 
Leagues always need new ways to find money! 
Colleen Geary, LWVNYS Fund Manager  
Carol Glansberg, LWV of Saratoga 
 
Social Media, Websites and Other 
Technology 
Learn how to use social media sites, how to 
subscribe to the new MyLO website program and 
other technology questions. 
Marissa Goddard, LWVNYS Development 
Roberta Millert, LWV of Syracuse 
 
Court Simplification 
The State League has joined the coalition led by 
the Fund for Modern Courts to simplify the NYS 
court system. All local Leagues are urged to join 
the coalition, too. Come hear about the effort and 
what simplification would mean. 
Denise Kronstadt, Deputy Director and Director 
of Advocacy and Policy, Fund for Modern 
Courts 

 
Friday 9:00-10:00 pm 
 
Moderating Candidate Forums 
Hear the good, bad and ugly of moderating from 
experienced moderators 
Judie Gorenstein, LWVNYS Vice President for 
 Voter Services 
 
Proposed Voter Representation/Election 
Process Concurrence 
LWV of Saratoga has proposed a concurrence on 
voting systems based on language from LWVUS 
and 14 state Leagues, which is also being 
proposed to other state Leagues and which is 
expected to be proposed to LWVUS during 2020 
program planning for national (see page 39). 
Come learn more about this proposal. 
Lori Dawson, Co-Chair of Meetups, LWV of 
Saratoga  
 
Advocacy Training 
Learn to be an effective citizen lobbyist and hear 
what’s hot in the Legislature now. 
Jennifer Wilson, former LWVNYS Legislative 

 Director 
 

Fact or Fake: Exploring the Role of 
Media in Politics 
Hear how you can replicate a civics workshop 
held in Westchester 
Susan Schwarz, LWV of Westchester 
 

Reviving Civility (continued from 
dinner speaker) 
Come talk about what we can do to encourage 
civil discourse in our communities 
Linda McKenney, LWV of Saratoga 
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Saturday 8:30-9:45 am 
Youth Programs of Local Leagues 
Come hear about programs organized by local 
Leagues for youth 
Betty Ann King, LWVNYS Youth Chair 
 

Election Laws 
What are those new election laws and how will 
they be implemented? Learn about the grant 
received by the state League to educate the public 
on the new laws and what you can do to help. 
Judie Gorenstein, LWVNYS VP for Voter 
Services 
 
Vote 411 Training and Discussion 
Learn from people who have used Vote 411 and 
discuss other tasks including marketing and 
getting candidates’ responses. 
Nancy Rosenthal, Nassau Co ILO President 
 

League Management 
How can you avoid doing it all for your League? 
And, how can you engage new members in your 
League? 
Dare Thompson, LWVNYS President 
 

Parliamentary Procedures and Plenary 
Session Discussions 
Hear how you can propose amendments, ask 
questions and debate issues during plenary 
session 
Mary Berry, LWVNYS Parliamentarian 
 
Addressing Food Waste and Food 
Insecurity 
Food waste constitutes the third largest contributor 
to global warming while one in every 8 adults and 
one in every 6 children in New York are food 
insecure. 
This session will discuss how to change that.   
Gary Feinland, Environmental Program 
Specialist, Bureau of Waste Reduction and 
Recycling, New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation 
Gary will speak about the status of New York’s 
Food Donation and Food Scrap Recycling Act. 
Beth Radow, LWVNYS Chair, Committee on 
Energy, Agriculture and the Environment 
Beth will discuss what individuals and small food 
generators can do to make the most of the food we 
purchase and prepare and the most socially and 
environmentally responsible ways to divert the food 
we don’t eat. 

 

Saturday 9:00 – 10:00 pm
Voter Services Q&A 
How do I ____? What does this mean____? Ask your 
voter service questions here. 
Judie Gorenstein, VP for Voter Services 
 

2019-2020 Proposed Budget 
Ask your questions or get clarification on the 2019-
2020 proposed budget 
Nancy Rosenthal, Chair, Budget Committee 
Laura Ladd Bierman, LWVNYS Exe Director 
 

Women’s Suffrage and History Projects 

Come share what your League is doing to celebrate 
the League’s centennial and women’s suffrage. And 
learn what more you can do from others. 
Barb Thomas and Joan Johnson, LWVNYS  
Co-Chairs, Women’s Suffrage Educational 
 
Proposed Program Planning and Bylaw 
Amendments (9:00-9:30) 
Ask your questions about the proposed program 
items and bylaw amendments 
Sally Robinson, LWVNYS VP for Issues & 
Advocacy 
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Carol Mellor, LWVNYS Grassroots Dir. 
 
New Program Process (9:30-10:00) 

How will the new process affect development of 
new positions for the League? 
Sally Robinson, LWVNYS Vice President for 

 Issues & Advocacy 
Carol Mellor, LWVNYS Grassroots Director 

 
 
 

HOSPITALITY/OFFICE/PLENARY/SALES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLENARY  
LOCATION: 

Governor C and D 
 
Saturday, June 8 

1:45 pm – 5:00 pm 
 

Sunday, June 9 
10:00 am - Noon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HOSPITALITY  
LOCATION: 
Suite 1415 

Rockefeller Suite 
 

Friday, June 7 
9 – 11 pm 

 

Saturday, June 8 
8 – 11 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OFFICE  
LOCATION: 

Albany Room 
 

SALES AND 
EXHIBITS 

LOCATION: 
Chambers 

 
Friday, June 7  

9:00 pm–10:00 pm 
 

Saturday, June 8 
8 am – 10:30 am 

5:30 pm – 6:30 pm 
8:00 pm – 10:00 pm 

 

Sunday, June 10 
7:30 am – 9:30 am 

12:00 pm – 1 pm 
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PLENARY SESSION AGENDA 
LOCATION:  Governor C and D 

Plenary Session I 
Saturday, June 8th, 1:45 pm – 5:00 pm  
 
1:45 pm   Call to Order 

Dare Thompson, LWVNYS President 
 

1:50   Welcome by Mayor Kathy Sheehan of Albany 
 
2:00   Welcoming Remarks by Dare 
    
2:10    Acknowledgements: 
   Britt Westergard, Volunteer Coordinator, LWV of Albany County 

Local League volunteers/other volunteers:   
 

Aimee Allaud (LWV of Albany) 
Anita Behn (LWV of Albany) 
Laura Brignull (LWV of Albany) 
Mary Lou Classen (LWV of Saratoga) 
Kathy Koebrich (LWV of Saratoga) 
Steve Koebrich (LWV of Saratoga) 
Deb Liebman (LWV of Albany) 
Lynn MacGowan (LWV of Albany) 
Susanna Martin (LWV of Albany) 
Linda McKenney (LWV of Saratoga) 
Rebecca Myer  
Jill Nagy (LWV of Rensselaer) 
Joan Rogers (LWV of Rensselaer) 
Darnell Rohrbaugh (LWV of Saratoga) 
Barb Thomas (LWV of Saratoga) 
Cindy Weissend (LWV of Schenectady) 
Britt Westergard (LWV of Albany) 
Heide Westergard (LWV of Schenectady) 
Stephen Winters (LWV of Albany) 
Arielle Wolinsky (LWV of Albany)  

 

   Barb Thomas (LWV of Saratoga Co) – Volunteer training for plenary sessions 
     
2:15   Introductions:  
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   State Board 
Staff  (Laura Ladd Bierman, Linda Bondi, Colleen Geary, Marissa Goddard, 
Lisa Allendorph) 

   Parliamentarian:  Mary Berry (LWV of Albany County) 
Elections Committee Chair: Judy Weinstein (LWV of Rochester) 

   Minutes Review: Jen Clark (LWV of Mid-Hudson Region), Erin Leigh Darnley 
      (LWV of Syracuse Metro) 

Action Motions Committee: Carol Mellor (LWV of the Hamptons), Joan Johnson 
(LWV of Syracuse Metro), Margie McIntosh (MAL Unit of 
Cattaraugus/Allegany) 

Credentials Chair: Ann Kril (LWV of Saratoga County) 
 
2:20   Report of the Credentials Committee 
   Ann Kril, Chair (LWV of Saratoga County)  
      
2:30   Adoption of Rules of Convention (I think Carol or Sally has an amendment) 
    
2:35   Adoption of the Order of Business 
    
2:40 Greetings by LWVUS Board Member and Nominating Committee member, 

Brenda Rogers (LWV NC) 
 
2:50   Presentation of Proposed Bylaws Amendments:  Carol Mellor 
    
3:00 Report of the Nominating Committee: Joan Johnson, Nominating Committee 

• Nominations from floor  
 

3:15   Presentation of Proposed Recommended Program 
   Sally Robinson, VP for Issues and Advocacy 
 
3:35   Presentation & Vote for Consideration of Non-Recommended Items  

Sally Robinson, VP for Issues and Advocacy 
 

4:00 Financial Report: Laura Ladd Bierman, Executive Director  
 
4:10   Presentation of Proposed Budget:  Nancy Rosenthal, Chair,  

Budget Committee 
 

4:25   Intent to Propose Action Motions 
 
4:35   Moments in the Sun 
  
4:55    Announcements 
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Plenary Session II – Governor C and D 
Sunday, June 9th, 10:00 am -12 noon 
 
10:00 am Report of the Credentials Committee 
 Ann Kril, Chair 
 
10:05   Program discussion and Adoption: 

• Proposed recommended program    
 
• Proposed non-recommended items    

 
10:45   Consideration of Action Motions 
    
10:55   Vote on Bylaws Amendments 
 
11:00   Vote on PMP 
 
11:05   Vote on Proposed Budget 
    
11:10   Election of Officers and Directors 
    
11:15   Gifts to Outgoing Board: Dare Thompson 

 
11:30   Remarks by President: Suzanne 
 
11:40   Remaining Moments in the Sun 
 
11:50   Directions to the Board 
    
    
ADJOURNMENT 
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PROPOSED CONVENTION RULES 
A motion to adopt these rules will be made shortly after convention opens and a quorum has been declared.  
Amendments to this motion can be made at this time and require a majority vote for adoption.  The rules as a whole 
(either amended or as given below) require a majority vote for adoption.  A 2/3 vote is required to change them after 
they have been adopted. 
 

1. Admission to the convention floor shall be limited to those displaying authorized badges.  Doors are closed 
promptly when each session convenes.  They will be opened periodically.  Doors will be closed during a vote, 
and no one may enter or leave. 

 
2. Seating in the Convention hall shall be divided into two areas:  one for VOTING delegates and one for NON-

VOTING delegates and VISITORS.  All persons in the hall during sessions are requested to sit in their 
designated areas. 

 
3. Announcements from the platform shall be made only by the Chair, the Convention Chair, or a deputy and 

shall relate only to Convention business or the welfare of the delegates.  Notices to be announced must be 
given to the secretary in writing. 

 
4. Delegates - Only delegates and members of the state board who have been assigned credentials by the 

credentials committee may make motions and vote. 
 

5. Alternates shall vote only when taking the place of a regular delegate, wearing a delegate's badge that has been 
assigned by the credentials committee, and sitting in the delegate section. 

 
6. Privileges of the Floor - Delegates, alternates and those designated by the delegate body may speak. 

 
7. Motions shall be made only by accredited delegates and members of the state board of directors.  The mover 

shall obtain a motion form from the Page at a microphone, complete the form, and return it to the Page for 
distribution to the Chair, Parliamentarian, and person operating the viewgraph.  The motions or amendments 
shall include the name and local League of the mover.  There shall be no discussion or action on a motion until 
a copy is in the hands of the Chair.  The Chair may waive this requirement. 

 
8. Debate and discussion shall be limited to those granted the privileges of the floor.  Only those standing at a 

microphone shall be recognized to speak.  The Chair shall designate "pro" and "con" microphones at 
appropriate times and alternately recognize delegates standing at them.  Each speaker shall be limited to two 
minutes.  This time may be extended or shortened by a two-thirds vote of the delegate body.  No one shall 
speak for a second time on a question until all who wish to speak have spoken once.  No one shall speak more 
than twice on a question. 

 
9. Voting - Only accredited delegates and members of the state board shall be entitled to vote.  The Chair, unless 

otherwise directed by the delegate body, will decide which of the following methods of voting shall be 
employed: 

a. *     By Voice                  - Delegates vote by saying aye or nay 
b. *     By Standing                 - Delegates vote by standing 
c. *     By Division of House  - Delegates stand and count off 
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d. *     By Written Ballot 
 
Proxy voting is permitted as outlined in the bylaws.  When a vote is in process, the doors to the Convention 
hall shall be closed and no one may enter or leave. 

 
*LWVUS Convention Workbook, June 1996. 

10. Action Motions -An action motion is a means for the delegate body to speak in concert on a matter of 
importance to the organization.  It proposes action on a legislative or administrative matter at the state level 
and directs the League to take a specific action (e.g., sending a letter to the Governor).  Action motions shall 
be referred to and considered by the action motions committee appointed by the Chair at the opening session. 

 
Action motions must be in writing on forms available at the Convention registration desk.  Motions must be 
completed and turned in at the convention desk by 5:30 pm on Saturday.  In order to be considered, proposers 
must meet to discuss their motions with the committee Saturday evening.  To be recommended by the 
committee, the action motion must be consistent with League positions and must not conflict with ongoing 
advocacy work.  The committee may also consider whether the action will help further an adopted League 
priority and whether the proposed action is likely to have a measurable impact on the outcome of the matter.  
Action motions recommended by the Actions Motion Committee require a majority vote for adoption.  
*Action motions not recommended by the committee require a two-thirds vote for adoption.  

 
11. Miscellaneous Motions - A speaker may request a Page at a microphone to use a colored card to request a 

point of order, a point of information, a parliamentary inquiry or a question of privilege.   
 

12. Consideration of Non-Recommended Program - Any change in the proposed state program must be presented 
to the Convention as a non-recommended item.  These items must have been submitted by the March deadline.  
They must be moved for consideration immediately after the presentation of recommended state program.  The 
mover may make a statement, limited to five minutes, explaining the reason for asking consideration.  The 
state board shall be allowed five minutes to present its reasons for not recommending the item.  Only questions 
of clarification may be asked.  There shall be no discussion or debate at this time.  After all non-recommended 
items have been offered; votes on consideration on each will be taken in the order in which the items were 
presented to the Convention.  A majority vote is necessary to consider non-recommended items. 

 
13. Adoption of program shall take place at the third convention session.  Recommended items and non-

recommended items voted consideration shall be debated and voted upon in the order in which they were 
presented to the Convention.  A 3/5 vote is required for adoption of a non-recommended item.  A majority 
vote is required for recommended items.  Amendments to wording for editorial purposes, clarification, or 
emphasis may be made at this point but may not change the scope or meaning of the item. 

 
14. A Credentials report shall be given by the credentials committee at the beginning of each session.  The report 

shall include the number of delegates, alternates, and visitors.  The credentials report shall be updated as 
requested by the presiding officer of the Convention or upon motion of the Convention. 

 
15. Elections - The credentials committee shall present a final report to the Convention or the election committee 

before the election procedure begins. 
 

16. Promotional materials may be distributed only by delegates and alternates wearing badges and only before or 
after a session.  Official Convention materials and promotional materials relating to Convention issues may be 
placed on the chairs or tables prior to the beginning of a convention session. 

 
17. Smoking is not permitted in the Convention hall. 

 
18. Rules - After adoption, these rules may be amended or suspended by a two-thirds vote.  Roberts Rules of 

Order, Newly Revised, will govern all matters not covered in the rules or in the bylaws. 
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19. Minutes - The minutes of the LWVNYS Convention shall be approved by the LWVNYS board of directors 

upon recommendation of a committee appointed to review and correct the minutes. 
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PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE AT A GLANCE 
      
  MAY YOU MUST BE IS THE  
  INTERRUPT BE MOTION VOTE 
TO DO THIS: YOU SAY THIS: SPEAKER? SECONDED? DEBATABLE? NEEDED 
 
Adjourn the meeting I move that we adjourn   No Yes No  Majority 
 
Recess the meeting I move that we recess  No  Yes No Majority 
until... the meeting until... 
 
Complain about noise, Point of privilege Yes  No No No vote 
room, temperature, etc. 
 
Suspend further             I move we table it  No Yes No Majority 
consideration of 
something 
 
End (or limit or              I move (that) the  No Yes No 2/3 vote 
extend debate)              previous question... 
 
Postpone I move we postpone this No Yes Yes Majority 
consideration of  matter until... 
something 
 
Have something I move we refer this to  No Yes Yes Majority 
studied further      committee. 
 
Amend a motion I move to amend this No Yes Yes Majority 
                                     motion. 
 
Introduce business I move that...  No Yes Yes Majority 
(a primary motion) 
 
Object to procedure Point of order  Yes  No No No vote:  
or to personal affront     chair      
                                                                                                                                                                           decides                   
 
Request information or Point of information Yes No No No vote 
Parliamentary Inquiry 
 
Ask for a rising vote I call for a division of    Yes  No No No vote 
to verify a voice vote  the house. 
 
Ask for a vote count I call for a vote count  Yes  Yes  No  Majority 
to verify a rising vote 
 
Object to considering I object to consideration Yes No No 2/3 vote 
some matter      
 
Take up a matter I move to take from the No Yes No Majority 
previously tabled table... 
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PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE AT A GLANCE (continued) 
      
  MAY YOU MUST YOU IS THE              
  INTERRUPT BE MOTION VOTE 
TO DO THIS: YOU SAY THIS: SPEAKER? SECONDED? DEBATABLE? NEEDED 
 
 
Reconsider something *I move we reconsider Yes Yes Yes Only  
already disposed of action on                                               Majority if 

                                             original quest.  
                                                 was debatable 

   
Consider something I move we suspend the No Yes No 2/3 vote 
not in scheduled order rules and... 
 
Vote on a ruling by the I appeal the chair's Yes Yes Yes Majority 
the chair decision. 
 
Division of question I move to divide the No Yes No Majority 
(voting separately on question. 
parts) 
 
Consider Seriatim  or  I move we consider No Yes No Majority 
consider by paragraph by paragraph.           
(amend each & then  
vote on the whole) 
 
Withdraw or modify I move the motion be No Yes No Majority 
motion (if unanimous withdrawn (or modified) 
consent refused) 
 
Rescind (repeal) I move to rescind the No Yes  Yes 2/3 vote 
    motion which was  
 adopted... 
 
 
* Must be done by someone who voted on the prevailing side and must be done the same or following day. 
 
Thanks to the League of Women Voters of Massachusetts for providing the basis for this memo. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Dare Thompson, President  

 
When we last gathered in Convention, the country had just experienced the post-inauguration 

Women’s March and the student-led March for Our Lives later that spring and we were launching our most 
serious efforts ever into civics education for students across the state.  I also reported that “…the drama at 
the Capitol continues as more scandals unfold, the Legislature does way too little to address them, and the 
need for reform becomes more glaringly obvious...” In my Council report last June, I commented on the 
Capitol’s continuing “remarkable lack of shame” and “a state senate that ground to a year-end halt with 31 
on each side of the aisle.”  We had felt sure that having legislative leaders headed to jail would inspire at 
least some reforms, but instead we reported with shock, “We got NOTHING!” 

 
What a change a year makes. Frustration, fear and anger played out to the benefit of reform in the fall 

2018 elections, and women led the way.  Many new women representatives helped flip the U.S. House and 
made it more diverse than ever in other ways too, and other women helped give Democrats a strong majority 
in our state senate. The state legislature wasted no time and enacted election and reproductive rights reforms 
almost before the public knew the session had begun!   

 
As outrageous new anti-abortion laws are passing in one state after another, NY women are feeling 

especially grateful to live here now, and meanwhile local Leagues are scrambling to help local voters and 
local Boards of Elections (BOEs) deal with so many dramatic changes in the election laws that are 
being implemented so quickly. Victory may be sweet, but consequences can be tough! 

 
Right here in my own county the two BOE commissioners were in conflict over the location of early 

voting sites in what appeared to be a voter suppression effort. Each BOE is controlled by an equal number of 
Democratic and Republican commissioners (often just one of each), so cooperation can be challenging, 
especially in these hyper-partisan times. We are eager to hear reports from you – our eyes and ears 
throughout the state - about how voters and BOEs are coping with all this change.  

 
 Rising above partisanship remains hugely challenging to all of us, and I hope your local League 

boards talk about this often and remind members that our reputation for being fair and nonpartisan is our 
greatest asset.  I also hope you are asking yourself how your League might better represent ALL voters in 
your area and that the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) discussions here at Convention help you 
stretch a little farther each year out of your comfort zones. Those of you with strong youth programs already 
have a leg up. DEI is not so much hard to DO as to REMEMBER TO DO. It has to be intentional or habit 
creeps in.  

 
 I’ve enjoyed so much my visits with local Leagues in my four years as president (and even before 
with Membership and Leadership Development). Welcomes were always warm and each League has its own 
personality.  Not all communities -- even counties - have a League. Know that yours is lucky to have you – 
as is the state League!  And so I am. I now have so many new friends all over the state. 
 
    I hope to see many of you in the coming months as we all continue to raise up our centennial 
including our LWVNYS history, A Force to Reckon With, and the companion collection of local League 
histories. Joan Johnson and Barb Thomas are coordinating celebratory work with local Leagues through 
regular calls and emails. They urge you to look at all the resources available on the LWVNY.org site 
under Programs.  (You’ll see our Civics Education resources and Youth Programs in that same spot.)  
Our fundraising efforts were delayed a bit by staff changes, but we are gearing up again, so watch for details. 
Meanwhile enjoy this special centennial Convention. We have so much to learn and celebrate! 
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VOTER SERVICES REPORT 
Judie Gorenstein, 1st Vice President 

 
      Encouraging citizens to be active and informed participants in government has been a central 
mission of all leagues. With ever increasing polarization in our country, and with more people looking to 
be civically engaged, these past two years have offered us many opportunities as well as challenges.  
 
      In June 2017 the newly elected board determined that leagues should speak with one voice and 
have clear, consistent, and nonpartisan policies. At the July board meeting the board  adopted  the 
“No Empty Chair” policy for any candidate events and also a revised policy for primary candidate 
events, now saying that when a league sponsors a candidate event for one party, it needs to offer to hold 
an event for every party having a primary in that same race. Although there were leagues who 
questioned and disagreed with the change to the “no empty chair” policy, the vast majority of the 27 
leagues that responded to the 2017 voter service survey complied and ran successful candidate events. 
Although many of the leagues feared it would lead to cancelations, the surveys indicated that only a few 
were canceled because of the new policy.  
 
     The 2017 surveys reflected what past surveys indicated: i.e., while leagues put major efforts into 
voter registration and candidate events, leagues were weak in putting an effort into turning out 
the vote. A few leagues did PSAs on television, radio and college campuses. Some leagues did have 
visible signs in their communities and a small number had gotten contact information on newly 
registered voters and sent them emails.  But the majority of leagues did not, and we recognize the need 
for leagues to decide before they hold drives how they are going to follow up. 
 
      Both before and after the November 2017 election that local leagues were looking to LWVNY for 
guidance. Voter service teleconferences were held as well as a voter service Google Group. Most 
leagues in 2017 had a written debate and video-taping policy which had decreased problems at the actual 
candidate forums.  LWVNYS urged all leagues to review their policies and make any changes needed 
and to form a good working relationship with their Boards of Elections (BOEs). We began revising the 
Road to The Voting Booth and in January 2018 completed a one-page list of “Essentials for Candidate 
Events” for local leagues. In February the Parkland shooting and the March for our Lives led to ever 
increasing student activism, and leagues saw an ever-increasing number of requests by youth for voter 
registration drives, some hoping to do drives themselves. The youth saw the league as being the gold 
standard. 
 
     LWVNYS provided new materials and guidance to leagues for voter registration as well as candidate 
events. At the 2018 LWVNYS regional meetings we had voter service workshops we focused on the 
importance of us meeting the requests for voter registration drives while still maintaining our 
nonpartisan policy. We stressed training of League and non-League volunteers and the need for very 
visible signage at all LWV drives clearly stating that LWV never supports or opposes a candidate or 
party. We encouraged leagues to give other groups the information and tools needed to run their own 
effective drives. 
     In June 2018 the LWVNYS board approved the edited and updated Road to the Voting Booth. Part II 
in order to help local leagues consider, plan, run, and evaluate candidate events.  Besides emphasizing 
the importance of maintaining nonpartisanship at all levels of planning and holding candidate events, 
this edition clarified the roles and responsibilities of the various volunteers.  It also clarified the 
different kinds of candidate events and what they are called. All candidate events, no matter what they 
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were called, must follow LWVNYS policy. This updated edition also included the new policy for 
holding primary candidate events. 
 
     The “no open chair” policy was carefully explained. Presidents and voter service chairs were 
emailed the newly revised Part II: A Handbook for Candidate Events, a Voter Registration Fact 
Sheet, a resource sheet with important election deadlines, and a template for signage.as well as 
reminder-to-vote sign-up cards. In August 2018 a hard copy of the totally revised Road to the Voting 
Booth Part II was mailed to each league. Each league already had been emailed this publication as well 
as a toolkit for running candidate events and a toolkit for voter registration drives. Additionally, 
important information relating to the upcoming election such as the Reform Party allowing voters who 
were not affiliated with any party to vote in the 2018 Reform Party primary was reported in the monthly 
State Board Updates and Voters. On November 1, the LWVNYS also held a very successful online 
gubernatorial candidate debate in Albany despite Governor Cuomo declining to attend. Four other 
candidates accepted and attended.      
 
     2018 saw a record turnout of voters for our midterm elections. While League efforts certainly 
cannot claim to be the main catalyst for the high turn-out, we did contribute to the increased number of 
people who registered and voted.  In spite of all their hard work before and on Election Day during this 
very busy election season, 35 completed their voter service surveys by November 27. To see the whole 
report on these surveys, look at my entry in the December 2018 VOTER available on the LWVNY.org 
website in the NEWS pull-down menu.        
 
     2019 started with a very good thing that required not only more revisions to Road to the Voting 
Booth but an additional emphasis for voter services. Election reforms that LWVNYS had long 
advocated for finally passed in both the state assembly and senate and then was signed into law by 
Governor Cuomo on January 24, 2019.  LWVNYS provided a concise and clear explanation of the 
seven bills that passed including when they would take effect.  This information is available with a lot of 
media links in the January 2019 VOTER on the LWVNY.org website under the NEWS pull-down. 
 
      While the signing of these bills into law was certainly a very good beginning, funding needed to be 
provided to the counties for purchasing electronic poll books, on-demand printers and running early 
elections. The LWVNYS lobbied with many other groups for the necessary funds and were successful. 
On April 1 nearly $25,000,000 was put into the state budget, $10,000,000 for implementation of early 
voting and $14.7 for electronic poll books. How and when the money would be dispersed to individual 
counties was unclear with the NYS Board of Elections having a supervisory role but the governor’s 
office holding the money. The county BOEs needed to prepare for early voting before even knowing 
how much they would be reimbursed.  
 
     LWVNYS emphasized the importance of local leagues contacting their county BOEs as this year it 
seemed imperative that they know we would be working with them and the public to make the roll out 
of early voting go as smoothly as possible. Leagues received a packet with questions to ask their BOEs 
and were requested to give us feedback. The leagues in certain counties shared concerns that their 
counties were looking to replace the optical scanners and our members were concerned that the new 
voting systems may not meet the high standards that were used when New York replaced the lever 
machines.  LWVNYS provided facts to allay confusion and concern.  It is clear that early voting in itself 
does not necessitate a change from optical scan system.  Electronic poll books along with on-demand 
printers can meet the needs of early voting.  In the past the LWVNYS had successfully lobbied for 
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voting systems that were Secure, Accurate, Re-countable, and Accessible (SARA). This year LWVUS is 
adding Transparency to our criteria, so LWVNYS is advocating that NY adhere to SARAT standards. 
The LWVNYS board has not taken a position on any of the new voting systems and have advised local 
leagues that they too cannot take a position on any of these systems. 
 
     Again, we urge local leagues to continue to develop a strong working relationship with their county 
BOEs. The law mandates that early voting begin on October 26 and that counties designate their early 
voting poll sites by this May 1. We are carefully monitoring what is happening with state and county 
BOEs. Fortunately, LWVNYS has received a Making Democracy Work Grant from LWVUS which will 
help fund efforts to gather and disseminate the information with the help from a newly hired intern. 
Leagues are being asked to contact their BOEs to get specific information and report it back to 
LWVNYS. There is a lack of material to educate voters even on the state BOE website, but the state 
LWV’s Voter Guide, Part I has updated information about all the changes. We will also update First 
Vote and Your Right to Vote in NY State and developing new printed materials on early voting. 
LWVNYS will continue to follow what is happening on the state level and share it with our leagues so 
they can disseminate information in a timely manner.    
 
   LWVNYS and our local leagues certainly do empower voters and defend democracy. We welcome 
you to attend a workshop Saturday morning on the new Election Law Reforms and the grant LWVNYS 
has received to Make Our Democracy Work by educating voters, another workshop on Moderating 
Candidate Events will take place Friday evening, and a Q and A workshop focusing on Turning Out the 
Vote will be held Saturday evening. We are grateful for all you have done and will do in this critical 
time. 
 
 

ISSUES AND ADVOCACY 
Sally Robinson, 2nd Vice President 

 
Revised and Updated Impact on Issues  
 
Impact on Issues was updated each year in the fall of 2017 and 2018, taking into account the results of 
each year’s legislative session. It was distributed electronically, posted on the state website, and made 
available in hard copy for a small fee.  

Update on Charter Schools and Death with Dignity Concurrence  

At the 2017 State Convention, delegates approved two program items:  

1. An update on the Charter School position adopted in 2006 to delete the following sentence. “In 
lieu of amendment of the Charter School Act to increase the total number of charters that could 
be granted, it supports retention of the current total (100) with amendment of the Charter School 
Act so that a charter could be reissued if a charter school ceased to function for any reason.” The 
charter school cap of 100 has been exceeded over the years and is no longer a relevant number.  

2. A concurrence with LWV of Utah’s position on Death with Dignity.  
 
At the state Board meeting in March 2018, the Board approved the results of the update on Charter 
Schools and the new position on Death with Dignity.  
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o Charter Schools  

Based on the written criteria for updating positions, this proposal passed with more than 2/3 of 
Leagues participating and agreeing to support the recommended change.  

 
o Death with Dignity  

Based on the written criteria for approving a concurrence, this proposal passed with more than 
2/3 of Leagues participating and agreeing to support the concurrence. 

 
      The Death with Dignity Position is as follows:  

o The League of Women Voters of New York State believes state laws should grant the option for 
a terminally ill person to request medical assistance from a relevant, licensed physician to end 
one’s life. 
 

o The League of Women Voters believes such legislation should include safeguards against abuse 
of the dying and protections for medical personnel who act in good faith compliance with the 
law. 
 

2018 and 2019 Legislative Agendas  
 
As in past years, we asked the local Leagues what issues are most important to them and their members. 
We used this input during creating our annual Legislative Agenda, during our direct lobbying of the 
legislators and prioritizing League resources for advocacy work. We encourage use of the Legislative 
Agenda booklet made available to all local Leagues for education of members, legislators and the public 
on the issues of concern during the upcoming legislative session.  
 
2018 Legislative Session 
 
Early in the 2018 session our legislative activity focused primarily on voting and ethics. Governor 
Cuomo once again included early voting in his state budget proposals but without funding. We 
submitted testimony to the Public Protection Budget Committee advocating for funding to support early 
voting and testimony to the Local Government Budget Committee urging them to pass the Governor’s 
proposed Article VII legislation on ethics and campaign finance (closing the LLC loophole, limiting 
outside income and more). On January 23rd, the League participated in a rally to advocate for including 
funding for early voting in the state budget organized by the LetNYVote coalition.  
 
We asked local Leagues to schedule lobby visits during the February break to urge legislators to pass 
early voting and include funding for it in the state budget. The packet included a support memo that 
could be given to legislators, as well as background materials and FAQs on early voting.  
 
The Governor’s -original - proposal included early voting legislationbut no funding to assist counties 
with implementation. In his 30 day budget amendments, the Governor added $7,000,000 in funding for 
early voting. During this entire month of March, the League and our good government partners 
advocated for this funding. We encouraged members to reach out to their legislators and the Governor to 
explain to them the importance of including funding for early voting and submitted testimony on the 
Governor’s proposed voting reforms to the Joint Budget Committees on Public Protections.  
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- Our advocacy efforts around early voting in the state budget continued in March:  We contacted 
members of the Senate IDC (Independent Democratic Conference) who had previously expressed their 
support of including voting reforms in the state budget -”. They were generally supportive of early 
voting but we faced an unforeseen roadblock: the Assembly Democratic Conference who were 
concerned over the roll out of the proposal and the cost. Unfortunately, early voting was not included in 
the final 2018-2019 budget. 
  
Post-budget in 2018 local League lobbying focused on our core League issue of election reform, 
covered seven reforms that would make voting easier and more accessible. These included early voting, 
lowering the voter registration deadline, automatic voter registration (AVR), online voter registration, 
primary consolidation, no-excuse absentee voting, and ballot access.  
 
In addition to voting reforms, we also continued to advocate for campaign finance and ethics reforms.  
The League worked with our coalition partners on a number of different issue areas including health 
care, reproductive choice, sex-education, and education funding. Throughout the session we conducted 
countless lobby visits, participated in several large rallies, and held numerous press conferences with our 
coalition partners. The 2018 session ended with no package of reforms during the “Big Ugly”. It was a 
disappointing year in terms of passage of reforms, but we were very pleased with increased member 
engagement. 
 
In April 2018, the League also presented testimony at the Legislative Public Hearing on Aid in Dying 
Legislation, held by the NYS Assembly Committee on Health.  In April of 2019, Governor Cuomo 
threw his support behind the bill and on May 14 League members responded to the call to attend the 
Medical Aid in Dying Lobby Day.   
 
Advocacy Training Day 2018 
 
The League held an Advocacy day in April of 2018. We had representatives from all over the state 
including Utica Rome, Rochester, North County, Mid-Hudson, Albany, Saratoga, Rensselaer, 
Schenectady, and New Castle. A total of 55 members attended the trainings and conducted lobby visits 
with more than 16 legislators. Our members were trained by experts on our various issue areas. Barbara 
Thomas, LWVNY Issues Specialist on Women’s Issues and Medical Aid in Dying, briefed members on 
reproductive choice, contraceptive coverage, salary history, and medical aid in dying. Alex Camarda, Sr. 
Policy Advisor at ReInvent Albany, briefed members on ethics and campaign finance issues including 
the Database of Deals, Clean Contracting, pay-to-play, and closure of the LLC loophole. LWVNY 
Legislative Director, Jennifer Wilson, shared information on the League’s current voting reform agenda 
and single payer health care. The session ended with a brief overview of the do’s and don’ts of lobbying 
and a quick rundown of how to track bills using the Assembly website. 
 
Lawsuit on Voter Registration Deadline 
 
In November 2018, the state League joined The New York Civil Liberties Union, American Civil 
Liberties Union, and the law firm Latham & Watkins LLP in filing a lawsuit challenging New York’s 
25-day voter registration cutoff for arbitrarily disenfranchising tens of thousands of eligible voters. This 
May oral argument was heard in the Board of Election motion to dismiss the lawsuit.   

2019 Legislative Session.   
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The 2019 legislative session, which saw a newly elected Democratic majority in the senate, began very 
differently than the previous year. In January 2019 the legislature passed a major early voting bill that 
will take effect for the 2019 general election, achieving a long-sought goal of the League and finally 
bringing New York into the 21st century for voting. The League submitted testimony in support of 
funding for early voting and – concentrated our pre-budget lobbying focus to advocating for funding for 
the new statute.   (See the Voter Service Convention report for more details on the early voting 
legislation and our efforts to push for Funding.).  

Progress was also made with the closing of the LLC loophole and passing of the Reproductive Health 
Act, both long fought for League goals.  We - did not forget - the rest of our government reform agenda, 
and this year, when we asked our members to lobby their legislators we presented a list of essential 
campaign finance, contract procurement and ethics reforms for the pre-budget discussions.Again, our 
packet included relevant material to guide these visits as well as information which could be left with 
the legislators.  The Governor’s executive budget had included some campaign finance and government 
procurement reforms, but was glaring in its failure to address at all the dysfunctional nature of ethics 
enforcement. 

Post-budget in 2019 we focused on automatic voter registration, support for S.1931-Comrie/A.4987-
O’Donnell providing for the restoration of voting rights for people on parole by statute not executive 
order (see below), and reduction of state campaign contribution limits across the board.  The post-budget 
legislative packet, sent to all leagues with the request that they make appointments to see their state 
legislators, included information on these issues.  Although the Governor’s executive budget had 
touched on campaign finance reform, it did so by punting the issue to a Commission yet to be appointed.  
Despite this we felt that it was important to not allow legislators to forget that the Governor’s proposed 
public finance legislation had left campaign finance limits far too high.   

2020 Census 

LWVUS and LWVNYS both signed on to the amicus brief concerning the citizenship question on the 
2020 census.  In May 2019, the state League testified before the New York State Complete Count 
Commission on the 2020 Census. 

 
Executive Order on Restoration of Parolee Voting Rights 
 
Currently individuals on probation can vote but those on parole cannot vote under New York law. After 
consideration the state Issues Committee decided that the League can support restoration of  parolee 
voting rights.  In April 2019, Governor Cuomo issued an executive order that restored voting rights to 
individuals on parole on a case-by-case basis. We have been following the Executive Order and working 
with the Governor’s office as well as the Department of Corrections to ensure that parolees who have 
their right restored are made aware in a timely manner, but believe that the restoration of voting rights 
should not be decided on a case-by-case basis and so have advocated for more a more comprehensive 
plan implemented under statute rather than executive order. 
 
Program Planning 2019-2021 
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Sixteen Leagues submitted Program Planning Recommendations. The list of Leagues and Board 
recommended and non-recommended items can be found in the Pre-Convention Kit. 
 

 
FINANCING EDUCATION REPORT 

Marian Bott, Issue Specialist 
 
League Education Advocacy in the Aftermath of our Education Tax Credit Victory 
In 2018 and 2019 the League was able to return to a more concentrated focus on our State Finances 
positions as outlined in Impact on Issues. Whereas in the three prior legislative sessions, 2015-17, much 
of our time was diverted to our opposition to the Education Tax Credit, neither the Executive Budget nor 
the legislature’s responses included an attempt to re-introduce that concept in 2018 and 2019. The 
Governor appeared to wish to ensure that the school privatization policy trends at the national level were 
not identified with his administration.  
 
Charter Schools 
Charter schools were authorized in New York State in 1998, despite League opposition. They were 
viewed as a small experiment at the time, but twenty-one years later they are a well-funded advocacy 
coalition led largely by Charter Management Organizations (CMOs) but also comprising independent 
charter schools. Charter schools, which as a group had in 2014 through 2017 joined with religious 
private schools in seeking education tax credits, ceased operating in 2018 in a lobbying coalition with 
religious schools and instead sought their own line item increases of per-pupil tuition paid by local 
school districts and of facilities provision (free rent in public school space through co-location) or 
reimbursements for rental costs. Facilities financing was never part of the original political trade, but 
became part of the negotiations as the power of the CMO’s increased.  
 
The growth of the charter sector since 1998 has been dramatic.  Initially the cap on the number of 
charters was 100. At the League State Convention in 2005, delegates voted to study, among other 
aspects of public education, the charter schools. Our Charter School position was updated in November 
2006. Despite our position, which held that the cap of 100 should be maintained until charters 
demonstrated superior results vs. traditional public schools, in 2007, the legislature increased the cap to 
200. The statewide cap of 200 schools was increased to 460 in 2010. Because the League had not 
updated its 2006 Charter School Study, in 2017 the Board recommended removal of our position 
language which supported the 100-school cap. This Board recommendation was approved by delegates 
to the 2017 State convention. Local Leagues then approved the language revision.  
 
Under current law, there is also a sub-cap in New York City of 235 charter schools which has been 
reached; this cap is under pressure to be lifted or increased from CMO’s and other charter school 
proponents.  Approximately 110,000 of New York City’s 1,000,000 students are in charter schools. 
Approximately 30,000 students outside New York City are in charter schools. There are approximately 
2.6 million students in public schools (including charters, but excluding non-public schools) in New 
York State. There remain approximately 100 charters available to interested applicants outside New 
York City as of spring of 2019. The State University of New York’s Charter Institute, one of the State’s 
charter authorizers, favors the elimination of the charter cap altogether. SUNY trustees are appointed by 
the Governor. The New York State Regents, elected by the majority of the legislature, take a more 
cautious view of charter expansion.  
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Our concerns about the policies of some charter schools remain legitimate, particularly in the largest 
school districts in the state. Claims of exclusion or removal from some charter schools of students with 
disabilities, English Language Learners, and students in the deepest levels of poverty continue to be 
made by local officials and parent groups.  However, all charter schools do not operate in the same 
manner and it is unfair to assume they all have discriminatory practices.  This requires further research.   
 
Because of these concerns, in 2018 I collected extensive data to identify those charter schools in New 
York City which were suspected, in the view of local parent groups, of violating both the letter and the 
spirit of the laws and regulations governing New York State charter schools. The League supports, 
according to our Charter School Position, research to ensure and monitor best practices in charter 
schools. In 2019, the legislature has continued to debate charter school caps; at the time of this report the 
legislature is still in session. The Assembly and the Senate majorities have remained unified in the 2019 
legislative session on their opposition to any future expansion of charter school caps. However, the 
Governor expressed support of lifting the New York City so-called “sub-cap.”  
 
Proposed legislation, S. 4237 as re-introduced in March 2019, attempts to address the issues of 
discriminatory practices by charter schools and their failure to adequately disclose financial support and 
other financial aspects of their operations. At this time, we have not taken a position on this bill.  
 
In the future, we should continue to monitor charter schools and continue to support research into their 
operations. We still have an excellent monitoring tool which was created but never used because League 
members did not feel qualified to present the questionnaire to school officials.  For that reason we 
should consider partnerships with experienced current or retired educators.  
 
School Funding in the State’s Pre K-12 Budget 
As has been the case since the early 2000s, we testified in February of 2018 and 2019 before the Joint 
Budget Committees on Finance and Education. We advocated targeting additional funding to high needs 
school districts. We reminded the Committees about the recent surge of English Language Learners and 
the need for resources to ensure that these students learn and thrive. We called for a full phase in of 
Campaign for Fiscal Equity (2006 Court of Appeals decision and recommended fiscal remedy) funding 
and an increase in Foundation Aid. We also asked the legislature to revisit the Pupil Needs Index which 
determines the weightings for poverty and ELL’s.   
 
STAR Reforms (School Tax Relief) and the League’s position since 2006 
In 2006, as part of our comprehensive statewide study of education finance, the League created a 
position on property tax reform. While opposing STAR as it had been enacted in 1998, the League from 
that year on has advocated for a property tax circuit breaker, a state personal income tax credit that 
would be granted based on the property owner’s ability to pay (presumably reported income) and the 
burden of taxes owed. Although Assemblywoman Sandra Galef, Senator Elizabeth Krueger and others 
proposed such legislation over the years, STAR remained a popular yet expensive program—over $2.5 
billion--and very difficult, politically, to change except in granting even more generous STAR relief 
such as the middle-class STAR refund.  Increasingly, since 2013-14, the State Department of Taxation 
and Finance has identified both waste and fraud in the STAR program, and has so testified to the 
legislature. Accordingly, in recent years, the Governor has introduced legislation to reform STAR, in 
effect transitioning it into a refundable state income tax credit rather than a reduction of local property 
taxes. This has timing implications since recipients must apply for the relief and receive it as part of 
filing an annual personal income tax return. Now, new home purchasers must apply for the state tax 
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credit. Those who currently receive STAR refunds on their school property tax bills must provide annual 
proof of continued eligibility. Our testimony has included praising the Governor for his efforts to rein in 
abuses of the STAR program and continued support for a circuit breaker approach. In light of changes in 
federal law eliminating the federal deductibility of local property taxes, the League will remain 
interested in seeing that property tax relief at the state level is targeted to those with the highest burden 
and the least resources.  It is possible that we have indirectly achieved part of our long-standing 
lobbying goal to enact a circuit breaker approach since current law does transition taxpayers into a tax 
credit. Nonetheless, we have learned that the popular STAR nomenclature will not easily be abandoned 
by taxpayers.   
 

HEALTH CARE REPORT 
Madeline Zevon, Co-Chair 

Health care in New York State continues to be in flux. The Affordable Care Act (ACA) has made 
significant inroads into broadening health care coverage, however, co-pays and deductibles still remain 
an obstacle, making health care unaffordable for many who bought insurance through the ACA 
marketplace. Medicaid expansion has been the biggest success, particularly for the working poor, but 
that and many other benefits are threatened by the current GOP’s proposed replacement of the ACA.  
The current trajectory of spending is unsustainable.   
States do have some options. The good news is that the New York Health Act, a single-payer bill, 
A.5248(Gottfried)/S.3577(Rivera), is making great progress in the New York State legislature. It has 
passed in the State Assembly for the past four years by a two-to-one majority.  In the last election the 
State Senate majority party changed, greatly improving the possibility of passage.  For the first time it 
can be brought to the floor for a vote.  Many of the newly elected State Senators ran on support of the 
New York Health Act. 
The bill would cover 100% of New Yorkers with no co-pays, deductibles or premiums. It would be paid 
for by a progressive income tax, similar to how we pay for Medicare. It would cover all medically 
necessary treatment, including dental, hearing, vision, mental health, substance abuse and long-term 
care, more comprehensive coverage than most private insurance policies. There would be no more 
private insurance companies. A recent RAND Corporation study of the NYHA, showed that even with 
the most recent addition of long-term care, we would still save money (the estimate is $11 billion a 
year), mainly by eliminating bloated administrative costs and negotiating with drug companies to lower 
prices. 
The State League has issued memorandums of support sent to state legislators. It is also an endorser of 
the Campaign for New York Health, a coalition of more than 180 organizations working to gain passage 
of this legislation. We have an active committee in Westchester County doing grassroots support, 
holding forums, speaking to to groups, lobbying legislators in Albany and locally, writing op ed articles 
and letters-to-the-editors. The State League has helped the effort greatly in the past by sending out an 
advocacy document to all State League members listing State Senators to be called along with a sample 
script, background facts and sample tweets. Our Westchester/Putnam League meets on a monthly basis 
and has 20 members. Our state health committee has members from all over the state and we correspond 
by email. Many Leagues have committees in their area and are doing similar grassroots efforts such as 
the Westchester Committee.  Our goal has been to educate the public. 
The current legislative session ends on June 19th. Our hope is that it will pass in this session, although 
there are still some hurdles to overcome. The Governor has stated that he is in favor of single-payer on a 
national level, but he has not yet committed to the State bill. 
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PAY EQUITY AND WOMEN’S ISSUES REPORT 
Barbara Thomas, Issues Specialist 

Fair Pay 
Since 1982 the League has supported the passage of legislation that would implement a state policy of 
compensating employees equally for work of comparable value.  We didn’t make any progress in the 
Senate until 2018 when A.2549/S.3262 – calling for a study of civil service wage disparities related to 
job titles segregated by gender, race or national origin, when using a gender neutral point system to 
determine comparable worth – was passed in both houses and signed into law on 12/7/18. For the 2019-
20 legislative session LWVNY issued a MOS for A. 0762 –Rosenthal/ S. 0838-Montgomery – which 
would establish comparable worth for all public employees, but we also pointed out to Assembly staff 
that it didn’t make a lot of sense to pass this bill until the study required by A.2549 was completed. Now 
that the Senate is likely to pass the Assembly’s pay equity bills, the Assembly is giving the wording of 
these bills closer scrutiny.  LWVNY is working in coalition to refine the wording of the pay equity bills.  
For 2019 we are supporting a law banning the use of salary histories in hiring. 
 
Reproductive Rights 
LWVNY has for many years supported the Reproductive Health Act and the Comprehensive 
Contraceptive Care Act.  We were present to cheer both houses at their joint press conference when the 
Assembly and the Senate passed both bills on January 22, 2019 (the anniversary of the Roe v. Wade 
decision).  The Governor signed the law later that same day. 
 
The Reproductive Health Act updated New York’s laws by: (1) Moving abortion out of criminal code 
and into health code, so that providers are not afraid of providing services; (2) Ensuring that the health 
of the mother, not just her life, is a factor for access to abortion; (3) Protecting a woman from being 
forced to carry a non-viable pregnancy to term;  (4)  Updating the list of medical providers that can 
provide abortions so access is not diminished because of a lack of providers. 
 
The Comprehensive Contraceptive Care Act requires that insurance companies in New York State cover 
a wide range of contraception; including all FDA approved contraceptive drugs, devices, and products; 
and allow women to access 12 months of contraception at one time (instead of the 1-3 month allotments 
usually dispensed). 
 
Maternal Mortality Review Board – LWVNY worked in coalition to support the creation and funding, in 
the budget, of this board to investigate the disparity in pregnancy outcomes for women of color and rural 
women as compared with the general population. 
 
Equal Rights Amendment 
Expect to receive an action alert to support a bill to amend the NYS Constitution to protect the equal 
rights of all genders. (Note that NYS has passed the federal ERA). 
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COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AGRICULTURE AND THE ENVIRONMENT 
Elisabeth (Beth) Radow, Committee Chair 

Letter to Delaware River Basin Commission.  15-17 Million Americans (5% of Americans) living in New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Delaware source their drinking water from the Delaware River Basin 
(DRBC). The DRBC was established in 1961 during the Kennedy administration to establish a unified 
approach to managing the Delaware River system and steward the water quality and water use, without 
regard to political boundaries (http://www.state.nj.us/drbc/). The DRBC, whose governance includes the four 
basin state governors and the Division Engineer, North Atlantic Division, U. S. Army Corps of Engineers 
who serves as the federal government’s representative, is reviving review of regulations, currently stopped 
by a moratorium, which if given the green light would allow shale gas drilling and hydraulic fracturing 
operations in the Delaware River Basin.  

In March 2018 the NYS League sent a joint letter to the DRBC commenting on the DRBC’s proposed 
regulations on activities relating to hydraulic fracturing involving the Delaware River Basin. The League 
partnered with the State Leagues of New Jersey, Delaware, and Pennsylvania to call on the Division 
Engineer of the Army Corps of Engineers and Governors of these states to ensure clean water for all those 
who receive their water supply from the Delaware River Basin.  

Be Earthwise.      In 2017, the League launched an on-line educational resource that 
engages citizens to preserve natural resources and address the impacts of climate change through their 
consumer purchases, activities of daily living and advocacy communication with elected representatives.  
The second Be Earthwise Guide posted in 2018 is an on-line educational resource available through the 
League of Women Voters NYS website to engage citizens to reduce the impacts of food waste on our finite 
natural resources and climate change through informed food purchases, preparation (such as reducing meat 
consumption & eating leftovers) and diverting edible food away from the waste stream and onto the plates of 
New York’s 2,261,250 food insecure population; and what cannot be eaten can be converted into energy or 
composted to create nutrient rich soil to grow our food.  Be Earthwise (2017 and 2018) is available at 
http://lwvny.org/earthwise/  (Guides at https://lwvnyonline.org/advocacy/earthwise/2018/Be-Earthwise-Toss-
Less-Feed-More.pdf) 
 
Great Lakes Compact. The NYS League affirmed its support of the Great Lakes Compact and Pledge to 
Protect the Great Lakes.  
 

Coastal Storm Risk Management. Our Committee is following the federal government’s proposal to build 
a series of storm barriers to protect coastal communities from storm surges and sea level rise such as 
occurred with Super Storm Sandy in 2012, including communities along the Hudson River and Long Island 
Sound. A joint New York-New Jersey Feasibility Study performed by the Army Corps of Engineers to 
determine how to best manage the risk of coastal storm damage in the so-called New York and New Jersey 
Harbor and tributaries study area resulted in pushback as insufficient from reputable interested parties such 
as Save the Sound, Citizen’s Campaign for the Environment, Riverkeeper, Audubon New York, both of New 
York’s United States Senators and members from 18 of New York’s United States Congressional districts, 
the New York DEC Commissioner and New York City Mayor, among others. Comments thus far to the 
Army Corps of Engineers caution against proposed storm surge barriers and ocean gates which would stop 
tidal flow and marine life migration.  These parties urge that the scope of the impacted areas and analysis of 
the proposed alternatives to be studied must be expanded to determine the most economical and 
environmentally sound course of action. Attached is a link to the New York – New Jersey Harbor and 
Tributaries Coastal Storm Risk Management Feasibility Study Interim Report, dated February 2019. 
https://www.nan.usace.army.mil/Portals/37/docs/civilworks/projects/ny/coast/NYNJHAT/NYNJHAT%20Int
erim%20Report%20-%20Main%20Report%20Feb%202019.pdf?ver=2019-02-19-165223-023 

http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?key=-1&url_num=5&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.state.nj.us%2Fdrbc%2F
http://lwvny.org/earthwise/
https://lwvnyonline.org/advocacy/earthwise/2018/Be-Earthwise-Toss-Less-Feed-More.pdf
https://lwvnyonline.org/advocacy/earthwise/2018/Be-Earthwise-Toss-Less-Feed-More.pdf
https://www.nan.usace.army.mil/Portals/37/docs/civilworks/projects/ny/coast/NYNJHAT/NYNJHAT%20Interim%20Report%20-%20Main%20Report%20Feb%202019.pdf?ver=2019-02-19-165223-023
https://www.nan.usace.army.mil/Portals/37/docs/civilworks/projects/ny/coast/NYNJHAT/NYNJHAT%20Interim%20Report%20-%20Main%20Report%20Feb%202019.pdf?ver=2019-02-19-165223-023


“100 Years Strong”                                                                                                                                        CONVENTION KIT 
LWVNYS Convention, June 2019 

 

Page | 32 
 

LOCAL LEAGUE MEMBERSHIP NUMBERS 
As of Jan. 31, 2019  

 
LEAGUE NAME 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Albany County 257 255 231 235 173 192 184 159 153 163 209 

Bronxville 142 121 80 82 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Brookhaven 90 84 74 70 70 65 67 63 63 69 84 

Broome and Tioga Co. 126 111 109 109 109 100 100 93 97 97 92 

Buffalo/Niagara 377 321 238 225 224 213 193 190 197 210 224 

Cazenovia 46 47 37 41 35 32 24 29 32 32 33 

Central Nassau 48 49 39 35 35 27 20 20 26 22 27 

Chautauqua County 126 108 93 88 88 83 84 88 86 89 122 

Chemung County 35 29 34 15 20 20 20 14 14 10 10 

Columbia County 27 35 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Cooperstown Area 36 33 24 34 40 47 35 47 67 84 92 

Cortland County 26 30 26 29 29 24 23 28 31 29 31 

East Nassau 78 80 59 53 53 47 51 45 47 39 45 

Geneva 77 60 55 53 50 46 38 34 39 42 38 

Great Neck 74 58 39 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Greater Oneida Area 
(disbanded 2018) 15 11 11 10 8 7 7 6 5 4 0 

Hamptons 187 165 144 135 124 133 125 116 119 117 126 
Harrison (disbanded 

2017) 50 49 41 43 34 36 39 35 29 0 0 

Huntington 78 91 90 87 85 89 88 97 69 70 71 

Larchmont/Mamaroneck 131 102 89 90 76 83 74 108 107 71 88 

Long Beach 86 51 44 42 47 27 31 33 41 10 16 
LWVNYS (includes MAL 
Members and MAL Unit 

members) 141 88 94 91 89 57 36 33 31 52 68 

Mid Hudson Region 108 114 88 94 91 90 92 92 86 120 141 

New Castle 163 128 103 85 92 86 84 94 112 102 104 

New Rochelle 101 95 85 89 77 74 59 45 56 51 38 

New York City 541 500 243 265 205 199 223 217 275 350 350 

North Country  37 38 36 32 42 52 43 40 42 33 33 

North East Westchester 44 40 27 28 37 28 31 31 35 44 48 

Oneonta 79 67 57 52 48 46 38 41 35 36 32 

Orleans County 26 18 12 13 14 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Port 
Washington/Manhasset 132 132 108 133 118 142 128 100 118 132 135 

Putnam County 15 23 20 5 5 5 5 9 12 19 22 

Rensselaer County 98 101 89 84 77 81 80 81 76 101 98 

Rivertowns 78 87 47 41 53 73 75 86 89 99 101 

Rochester Metro 289 278 146 135 131 132 145 139 137 138 164 

Rockland County 69 73 47 50 50 34 37 27 32 32 29 
Rye, Rye Brook & Port 

Chester 39 49 47 53 37 51 57 47 54 43 45 

Saratoga County 177 169 150 144 150 161 130 141 146 205 230 

Saugerties (merged with 
Mid Hudson 2017) 18 25 22 14 24 24 17 15 14 0 0 

Scarsdale 290 259 275 223 203 220 216 205 201 209 188 

Schenectady County 156 162 149 131 132 129 126 134 138 136 149 

Schuyler 49 45 39 39 21 21 17 14 10 11 12 

Shelter Island 83 38 34 33 46 42 44 44 40 42 31 

Smithtown 51 46 37 38 37 36 28 29 30 34 37 

Somers (disbanded 2017) 128 126 134 116 105 99 87 94 59 0 0 

Southwest Nassau 127 116 101 83 82 76 66 50 34 21 18 

Steuben County 23 22 23 25 24 24 25 26 26 18 18 

Syracuse Metro. 94 93 86 85 102 100 90 71 69 73 76 

Tompkins County 130 123 121 106 103 90 82 92 78 74 64 

Utica Metro. Area 57 55 54 53 57 54 56 44 52 52 56 

Warren County 
(disbanded 2018) 0 0 18 17 9 13 0 0 0 0 0 

White Plains 153 141 130 125 134 145 125 117 121 124 126 

TOTALS 5608 5141 4179 3958 3695 3655 3445 3363 3430 3509 3721 
 
MAL Units (included in 
LWVNYS totals) 
Hamilton   11     8 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Orange   17     0   0 0 0 0 0 

Wayne   9     17 13 10 10 6 6 0 

St. Lawrence/Jefferson    23     21 13 7 8 6 13 10 

Southern Westchester         19 14 0 0 0 0 0 

Allegany & Cattaraugus                   20 29 
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YOUTH PROGRAMS 

Betty Ann King, Youth Program  
 

The past two years, our nation has seen an increase in violent acts, political chaos, religious, 
racial, and gender bigotry, sexual harassment, and ignorance regarding the democratic process and how 
government actually works.  Many have forgotten the meaning of civic responsibility and fail to 
participate. Our youth, however are ready and eager to make a difference and want to engage in civic 
activities.  

 
Our local leagues have recognized this and have risen to the task of providing viable hands-on 

programs and assistance to youth from early elementary school to their college years. Our largest 
stumbling block is the difficulty of sustaining communication among local leagues and between them 
and the state League. In 2017, we started a Google group to provide a forum for Local leagues to share 
ideas, problems, wishes, and resources regarding youth programs. Technological difficulties led us to 
using a Facebook group instead, but even that was a stumbling block for many.  

 
In the summer of 2018, a Youth Program survey was sent to all local leagues. Our goal was to 

compile information on how local Leagues in NYS “engage with youth.”  We wanted to 1) learn what is 
being done, 2) spread information on successful programs across Leagues, 3) grow a resource group of 
League members across the state who do “engage with youth” and who are willing to share their 
experiences and expertise with other Leagues who don’t have such programs but want them, and 4) be a 
resource to all local Leagues. 

 
The survey revealed that our Leagues have many varied programs that engage our youth in 

participating in the democratic process. Twenty-two Leagues (50%) responded and reported sponsoring 
one or more of the following 14 programs or activities: First Vote, Take Me to Vote, Girl Scouts, Youth 
Engaging Youth, working with teacher of Participation in Government (PiG) and also Leadership Class 
to plan and execute candidate meetings and jointly present Leadership in the Community, a “one-off” (a 
person running for office held a discussion on “What it is like to campaign”), Next Generation Politics 
(this is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization and movement dedicated to fostering a culture of cross-
partisanship and engaging Generation Z in government), a youth group, educational programs with 
local, county, and/or state legislatures to see how governmental branch(es) work, Running and Winning, 
High School Scholarship Fund, Vote 18: Mock Elections, and Generation Citizen (Action Civics). 

 
As a result of the responses from the survey, a New York State map of local leagues by counties 

was plotted. Twenty-three (23) counties had NO league presence. Judging just by location we could see 
that many leagues have limited resources. The survey results and the map were shared with all leagues. 

 
Although 23 counties have no League presence, with the new LWV and NYS4A civics program 

teaching high school students how to engage in politics, the League’s influence is in every high school 
in NY State. We thank Laura Bierman for her vision and hard work on this! 

 
To take advantage of all these possibilities, we had a series of phone conferences with youth 

chairs in some local leagues to share programs with ourselves and figure out how best to share them 
with other leagues. By September we were exploring the creation of a State Youth Committee to learn 



“100 Years Strong”                                                                                                                                        CONVENTION KIT 
LWVNYS Convention, June 2019 

 

Page | 35 
 

what is being done engaging youth in the democratic process across the state, to spread information on 
successful programs across Leagues using social media and the org website, to grow a resource group of 
League members across the state who have engaging youth programs and who are willing to share their 
experiences and expertise with other Leagues who don’t have such programs but want them, to remain 
current regarding youth programs throughout the state, to be a resource to other local Leagues, and to 
collaborate with other committee members via through tele-conferencing. 

 
By the end of October, most leagues had submitted a description of current youth programs and 

including contact information that identified both League and individual that could be contacted for 
information. By the end of November all programs were posted on the current LWVNY.org website 
Posting is ongoing and will occur indefinitely for any program a local league submits. By January we 
had an official State League Youth Committee (a subgroup of local league youth leaders) made up of 
Margie McIntosh (Cattaraugus/Alleghany), Mary Jenkins (New York City), Betsy Metz (North 
Country), Judie Gorenstein (Huntington), Ruth Goldberg (White Plains), Betty Ann King (North 
Country) 

 
The committee first gave praise to the idea of taking successful programs and modifying them to 

create new opportunities and enthusiasm among youth. Youth Engaging Youth Program and Vote 18  
were two established programs that evolved into Youth Engaging Youth next Generation and Vote 13 
programs. Also discussed was the importance of coalitions such as the Democracy Coalition and Next 
Generation in helping to provide opportunities for youth participation. Look to also hear more about 
Participatory Budgeting with youth. 

 
All agreed that the role of this committee should be to encourage youth programs and to be a 

conduit of pertinent information via email and regular teleconferencing with youth chairs and other 
members who are interested. We hope that by 2024 every league will provide at least one youth program 
annually and that youth programs will incorporate voter service. 

 
             Local league youth chairs chose three programs to be highlighted at convention: 
                 1. Youth Engaging Youth, Next Step (Huntington) 
                 2. Citizenship and Political Activism (North Country) 
                 3. Running and Winning (Hamptons) 
Each league with an identified youth program on the state League website is being solicited to prepare a 
display of said program which will be shown at the convention. Please look for this!  
  

Our League youth programs are successful and making a difference every day. We are all 
interdependent, so each committee, each League, each person is critical to the delivery of “Failure is 
impossible.”    COMMUNICATE!  COMMUNICATE!  COMMUNICATE!  COMMUNICATE!  

 
2018 Students Inside Albany Conference (EF Program) 

 
The 2018 Students Inside Albany Conference had 59 attendees representing 38 local Leagues, MAL 
Units and ILO’s. The students came from all over New York State from Long Island to Buffalo and 
Plattsburgh to Binghamton. They ranged from sophomores to seniors in high school. They were 
energetic and enthusiastic to learn about New York State government. Because of the legislative 
calendar, this year’s program was different than in years past. 
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On Sunday evening, Jennifer Wilson, LWVNYS Legislative Director, presented information on how 
New York State Government works. She explained the roles of the various branches of New York State 
government and the differences between the state government and the other levels of government, eg, 
national and local. She also discussed the leadership and management of the 2 legislative houses.  
 
Because the Assembly was not in session on Monday, we organized a mock debate for the students in 
the Assembly. We surveyed them ahead and time and found that gun control/safety was their first topic 
of interest. On Sunday evening, Jennifer discussed some of the bills being considered in the legislature 
and the students chose to consider a repeal of the Safe Act and a bill concerning mental health issues 
related to gun access. A Speaker, Majority Leader and Clerk were all selected at random from the 
students. The students then broke into groups to prepare their debates and discussion on the bills.  
 
On Monday, the students toured the state Capitol and heard about whose faces are on those engraved 
stones and the secret of the fireplaces in the Senate Chambers. They then went into the Assembly 
Chambers and took their seats. Russ Haven, NYPIRG General Counsel; Barbara Bartoletti, former 
LWVNYS Legislative Director; and Assemblymember John McDonald, assisted the students during the 
“session.” The students followed legislative procedures and did a great job. Debate on the repeal of the 
Safe Act was so popular that we didn’t have time to consider the second bill. The repeal failed 54 to 4 
votes. 
 
On Monday afternoon, League Legislative Director Jennifer Wilson provided the students with the do’s 
and don’ts of lobbying the legislators – how to approach them, make your arguments and be persuasive.  
Also on Monday, Marina Marcou-O’Malley, Policy and Operations Director, Education Advocate, from 
the Alliance for Quality Education, presented information to the students on education issues and the 
methods they use to advocate for these issues. The topic was of particular interest to the students who 
asked many questions on financing education, Common Core and APPR. Liz Moran, Environmental 
Health Associate of Environmental Advocates of New York spoke as well, about their lobbying efforts 
to ensure clean air and water, especially in low income areas. She discussed the PFOA issue in Hoosick 
Falls, NY, as an example of their activism. 
On Tuesday morning, the students had a tour of the Chambers of the Court of Appeals and heard about 
the different levels of the judiciary in New York State from Gary Spencer, Public Information Officer of 
the Court. The students then continued on to the Capitol to watch the Assembly in session. Many 
Assemblymembers came to the back of the Chamber and met the students from their districts.  

After lunch, the students watched the Assembly session for a short time before going to meet their 
Senators and staff in their offices. Usually, the students then accompany the Senators and/or staff to the 
floor or the Senate. The legislature had scheduled a joint session of the Senate and Assembly on 
Tuesday, however, to appoint the new Attorney General. This was a rare event – only held when a 
statewide officer needs to be appointed. The students were able to watch this joint session from the floor 
or the gallery of the Assembly. Many students even were able to get a photo with the new Attorney 
General, Barbara Underwood.  

After dinner on Tuesday, the students heard from a panel of media representatives: Rachel Silberstein of 
the Times Union, Dan Clark of PolitiFact, and Tim Williams of WCNY. The students asked insightful 
questions on sources, “fake new,” and also about careers in the media.  
On Wednesday morning, Jennifer Wilson engaged the students in a discussion of what they saw in the 
Assembly and Senate. Much of the discussion surrounded questions on procedures and voting especially 
related to the joint session.  The students were also presented individually with a certificate for 
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attendance at the Conference. A few students noted that they had been offered internships in the 
legislators’ offices for the summer.  
 
Just for fun, the students also went bowling one night at a local bowling alley that provided laser lights, 
disco lights, black lights, and runway lights combined with the latest music videos on a giant screen. The 
group also enjoyed dinner at a local Italian restaurant with free time at a recreational space in a local 
middle school.  
 
Quotes from some of the students included: 

• It’s life changing in the sense that you learn to listen and understand the opinions of others from 
all over even if they’re conflicting to your own. 

• SIA provides an access to Albany that you can’t find anywhere else. 
• You get a new perspecvtive on state governement and meet many cool people. 
• I learned how to become an intern and try to encourage peers to be active, vote and take a stand. 
• I learned how state government works which is something not taught in a conventional 

classroom setting. 
• Awesome place to learn about state government, understand its relevance and think about career 

options that had never crossed my mind.  
• Made me more passionate about politics and gave me confidence to get more involved. 
• Incredibly informative with a great taste of activism and great connections. 

 
Thanks to our chaperones: Carol Glansberg (LWV of Saratoga), Deb Cosher (LWV of Huntington), 
Betty Ann and Jim King (LWV of the North Country), Jennifer Wilson and Laura Ladd Bierman.  
Thanks also to our sponsor, CSEA. 

 
2019 Students Inside Albany Conference 

(Summary not written yet) 
 

From May 19-22, 60 high school students from across the state came to Albany to learn how to engage 
with their state government. The students were excited and interested in learning how to become part of 
the governmental decision-making process. The 60 students came from 43 local Leagues, MAL Units 
and ILOs; 16 boys and 44 girls. We will have a full summary of their activities posted on the state 
website under Youth Programs in the next week – but as usual, the highlight was shadowing their 
Assemblymember and Senator each afternoon. They also visited the Court of Appeals and heard 
speakers on running for office and from other lobby groups. The comments from the students at the end 
justified the hard work: 
 

• It really gave me an in-depth look at the inner workings of our government 
• I’ve become more motivated to bring up issues that matter to me and start change in my 

community 
• A lot of my opinions were challenged and it was a great learning experience 
• I was surprised how closely my assemblymember and senator work together for my community 
• Politicians are real people, too! I wasn’t afraid to ask any kind of question. 
• I learned that the politicians are actually there for the people, not themselves 
• I was surprised at how much Democrats and Republicans compromised and worked together 
• I want to run for state assembly now! 
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• It change my view on politics from why don’t they pass that bill to where are they getting the 
funding for that bill. 

• It shed light on the legislative process and made me rethink things. 
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF NYS 

Financial Report as of May 31, 2019 
(Fiscal Year Ends June 30, 2019) 

 

     

July 1, 2018 - May 31, 
2019 

2018-2019 
Budget 

Income 
     

 
Member Support 

   

  
PMP Income 

 
54,832.50 60,557.00 

  
Gifts, Donations and Grants 

 
33,322.93 19,485.00 

  
Direct Mail Income 

 
14,833.40 24,500.00 

 
Total Member Support 

 
102,988.83 104,542.00 

 
Development (Election Night Reporting) 

 
9,085.00 3,000.00 

 
 Projects/Programs from EF 

 
121,311.71 184,111.00 

 
Voter Services (Voter Guides) 

 
2,929.32 5,000.00 

 
State Meetings and Trainings 

 
33,337.79 25,000.00 

 
Publication Sales 

 
2,617.66 3,500.00 

 
Product Sales Income 

 
1,768.00 6,500.00 

 
Other Income 

 
0.09 500.00 

Total Income 
  

274,038.40 332,153.00 
Expense 

     

 
PMP National 

 
760.00 824.00 

 
MAL Unit Support 

 
286.00 317.00 

 

Projects/Programs Expenses (organ donor grant and voter 
guides) 8,592.17 6,000.00 

 
Advocacy Expenses 

 
2,840.17 3,300.00 

 
 Development Expenses- 

 
5,753.00 2,524.00 

 

Administrative Expenses (tech, supplies, postage, tel, 
insurance) 42,021.06 59,978.00 

 
Payroll Related Expenses 

 
175,946.58 246,460.00 

 
Rent Expense 

 
5,500.00 6,000.00 

 
Meetings 

  
2,143.34 2,750.00 

 
Publications Expense 

 
420.12 1,000.00 

 
Products Expense 

 
4,016.67 3,000.00 

Total 
Expense 

  
248,279.11 332,153.00 

Net Income 
  

25,759.29 0.00 
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LWV OF NYS EDUCATION FOUNDATION 
Financial Report as of May 31, 2019 

(Fiscal Year Ends June 30, 2019) 
 

Income 
  

 
July 1, 2018 - May 31, 

2019 
 

2018-2019 Budget 
 

 
Support Income 

   

  
LL Contributions 

 
720.00 300.00 

  
Member Contributions 

 
103,497.05 180,000.00 

  
Board Donations 

 
22,151.70 12,000.00 

  

Community/Corporate 
Donations 

 
34,990.97 25,000.00 

  
Support Income - Other 

 
25.00 

 

 
Total Support Income 

 
161,384.72 217,300.00 

 
Grant Income 

 
21,250.00 0.00 

 
Income- Development 

 
260.00 

 

 
Direct Mail Income 

 
19,889.00 30,500.00 

 
Other Income 

 
24,658.54 27,465.00 

Total Income 
 

227,442.26 275,265.00 
Expenses 

    

 
Programs/Projects (reimb to LWV) 

 
121,401.71 184,111.00 

 
Development/Projects 

 
344.49 20,239.00 

 
Direct Mail Expenses 

 
3,057.26 3,050.00 

 
General Administrative 

 
126,839.08 64,493.00 

 
Bank and Credit Card Charges 

 
4,773.14 5,350.00 

Total Expenses 
 

256,415.68 277,243.00 
Other Income 

   

 
Local PMP GRANTS MANAGEMENT 

 
6,575.00 1,873.00 

 
Use of Cash Reserves 

 
20,000.00 

 

 
Admin Fee-GRANTS MANAGEMENT 

 
0.00 105.00 

Net Other Income 
 

26,575.00 1,978.00 

Net Income 
 

-2,398.42 0.00 
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The League of Women Voters of New York State keeps local Leagues strong by: 
 
ADVOCACY 

• overseeing state studies for new or updated positions 
• lobbying at the state level 
• maintaining coalition partnerships with many organizations for stronger advocacy efforts. 
• coordinating Advocacy Education and Training Days for members statewide  
• organizing conference calls on current issues open to all members statewide 

 
EDUCATION 

• funding for each local League to send one student free to Students Inside Albany 
• providing speakers on current issues for community events 
• developing ready-made Powerpoint educational presentations and briefing papers on various 

“hot topics” for community presentations and discussions 
 
VOTER SERVICE 

• paying license fees for all local Leagues and having staff support for  www.vote411.org 
• creating low-cost Voter Guides 
• hosting statewide candidate events 
• providing ready-made presentations on issues for statewide studies and voter education 

 
SOCIAL MEDIA/VISIBILITY 

• maintaining an up-to-date website with links and resources for running and promoting local 
Leagues 

• supporting a Facebook page and “Liking” any Facebook page of our local Leagues 
• sending State Board Updates and VOTERS monthly and including local League news 
• providing spokesperson to media statewide on state issues 
• developing template Letters to the Editor for local Leagues to submit to local media 

 
LEADERSHIP/TRAINING 

• advising local Leagues on a one-on-one basis  
• coordinating regional training workshops across the state 
• organizing state Convention 
• nurturing and giving start-up funding for MAL units 

 
ADMINISTRATION 

• hosting grants management accounts for each local League in state Education Foundation so 
you can accept 501©3 donations at no charge (some other state Leagues charge for this service) 

• providing insurance for events held by local Leagues at no charge 
• creating an easy local League online giving link you can use to accept tax-deductible donations 

online 
• assisting some local Leagues in managing their finances  
• seeking grants and other funding to share with local Leagues 

http://www.vote411.org/
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2019 CONVENTION DELEGATES as of June 6, 2019 
 

Name Local League League Representing 
Beilby, Mary LWV of Albany County   
Lee, Andrea LWV of Albany County   
Sibilia, Patricia LWV of Albany County   
Tillman, Regina LWV of Albany County   
Westergard, Britt LWV of Albany County   
Marr, Nancy LWV of Brookhaven   
Albrecht, Diane LWV of Broome/Tioga Counties   
Gee, Joanne LWV of Broome/Tioga Counties   
Goodfellow, Margaret LWV of Broome/Tioga Counties   
Park, Jane LWV of Broome/Tioga Counties LWVNYS State Board 
Gunderson, Barbara LWV of Buffalo/Niagara   
Reichmuth, Christine LWV of Buffalo/Niagara   
Robinson, Lori LWV of Buffalo/Niagara LWVNYS State Board 
Toohey, Lyle LWV of Buffalo/Niagara   
Uhteg, Lois LWV of Buffalo/Niagara   
Redfern, Anne LWV of Cazenovia   
Meadows, Patricia LWV of Central Nassau   
Croxton, Mary LWV of Chautauqua County   
Mertz, Lisa LWV of Chautauqua County   
Dunbar, Laura LWV of Cortland   
King, Alison LWV of Cortland   
Epstein, Barbara LWV of East Nassau   
Gardiner, Elizabeth LWV of East Nassau   
Cosher, Deborah LWV of Huntington   
Knuth, Colette LWV of Huntington   
Speed-Perri, Mary LWV of Huntington   
West, Erica LWV of Huntington   
Radow, Beth LWV of Larchmont/Mamoroneck   
Bernson, Sheila LWV of New Castle LWVNYS State Board 
Kavic, Suzanne LWV of New Castle   
Nadelson, Eileen LWV of Northeast Westchester   
Harnick, Julie LWV of Port Washington/Manhasset   
Lamberti, Michele LWV of Port Washington/Manhasset   
Hoenig, Phyllis LWV of Putnam   
Reilly, Eileen LWV of Putnam   
Buel, Shirley LWV of Rensselaer County   
Meyer, Judy LWV of Rensselaer County   
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Gorenstein, Judie LWV of Rivertowns LWVNYS State Board 
Byers, Kim LWV of Rochester Metro Area   
Leary, Deborah LWV of Rochester Metro Area   
Sternberg, Judith LWV of Rochester Metro Area   
Weinstein, Judith LWV of Rochester Metro Area   
Wilder, Gail LWV of Rochester Metro Area   
Harris, Patricia LWV of Rockland   
Garrett, Patricia LWV of Saratoga County   
Gush, Linda LWV of Saratoga County   
Kril, Ann LWV of Saratoga County   
LaBelle, Lori LWV of Saratoga County   
Lasher, Joanna LWV of Saratoga County   
McKenney, Linda LWV of Saratoga County   
Thomas, Barbara LWV of Saratoga County   
Dembitzer, Leah LWV of Scarsdale   
Hoshko, Vicki LWV of Schenectady County   
Madej, Pamela LWV of Schenectady County   
Thomas, Jane LWV of Southwest Nassau   
Darnley, ErinLeigh LWV of Syracuse Metro Area   
Durant, Joan LWV of Syracuse Metro Area   
Johnson, Joan LWV of Syracuse Metro Area   
Bott, Marian LWV of the City of New York   
Colvin, Jane LWV of the City of New York   
Doran, Kate LWV of the City of New York   
Gray, Catherine LWV of the City of New York   
Jenkins, Mary LWV of the City of New York   
Robinson, Sally LWV of the City of New York LWVNYS State Board 
Stassevitch, Suzanne LWV of the City of New York   
Berk, Glorian LWV of the Hamptons   
McClancy, Barbara LWV of the Hamptons   
Mellor, Carol LWV of the Hamptons LWVNYS State Board 
Quaranto, Doreen LWV of the Hamptons   
Wilson, Susan LWV of the Hamptons   
Bell, Cynthia LWV of the Mid Hudson Region   
Clark, Jennifer LWV of the Mid Hudson Region   
O'Meara, Maura LWV of the Mid Hudson Region   
Thompson, Dare LWV of the Mid Hudson Region LWVNYS State Board 
Johnson, Suzy LWV of the North Country   
King, Betty Ann LWV of the North Country LWVNYS State Board 
Nerska, Helen LWV of the North Country   
Kiehner, Elizabeth LWV of the Rivertowns   
Reaver, Jodie LWV of the Rivertowns   
Schwarz, Susan LWV of the Rivertowns   
Coyne, Ann LWV of Tompkins County   
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Grubb, Sally LWV of Tompkins County   
Nettleton, Megan LWV of Tompkins County   
Sharp, Kay LWV of Tompkins County   
LaGuerre, Dawn LWV of Utica-Rome   
McBride, Karen LWV of Utica-Rome   
Cohen, Stephen LWV of White Plains   
Noach, Barbara LWV of White Plains   

 
32 of 42 Local Leagues Represented 

 
   

 
ILOs 

 Name Local League League Representing 
Rosenthal, Nancy LWV of Nassau Co ILO   
Scott, Lisa LWV of Suffolk Co ILO   

 
2 of 3 ILOs Represented 

 
   

 
MAL Units 

 Name Local League League Representing 
McIntosh, Marjorie LWV of Cattaraugus & Allegany MAL   

Wagner, Catherine LWV of Tompkins County 
LWV of St. Lawrence MAL 
Unit 

 
2 of 2 MAL Units Represented 

  

Parliamentarian 
Name   
Mary Berry LWV of Albany County 

 
 

VISITORS 
Name Local League 
Freeman, Mary Cattaraugus & Allegany MAL 
Nandillon, Marcia Cattaraugus & Allegany MAL 
Dwyer, Maureen LWV of Huntington 
Esterquest, Judith LWV of Port Washington/Manhasset 
Sassaman, Sharon LWV of Saratoga County 
Walsh Peterson, Tara LWV of Schenectady County 
Kahn, Peter LWV of Tompkins County 
Hyde Rogers, Brenda LWVUS 

 
OBSERVERS 

Name Local League 
Furtado, Francine LWV of Port Washington/Manhasset 
Martin, Christine LWV of Saratoga County 
Nechamen, Cheryl LWV of Schenectady County 
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Rabig, Judith LWV of Schenectady County 
OConnor, Kathy LWV of the Mid Hudson Region 
Lange, Barbara LWV of White Plains 

 

 
VOLUNTEERS 

Britt Westergard, Chair (LWV of Albany) 
Barb Thomas, Chair of Plenary Volunteers (LWV of Saratoga) 
Aimee Allaud (LWV of Albany) 
Anita Behn (LWV of Albany) 
Laura Brignull (LWV of Albany) 
Mary Lou Classen (LWV of Saratoga) 
Kathy Koebrich (LWV of Saratoga) 
Steve Koebrich (LWV of Saratoga) 
Deb Liebman (LWV of Albany) 
Lynn MacGowan (LWV of Albany) 
Susanna Martin (LWV of Albany) 
Linda McKenney (LWV of Saratoga) 
Rebecca Myer (LWV of Albany) 
Jill Nagy (LWV of Rensselaer) 
Joan Rogers (LWV of Rensselaer) 
Darnell Rohrbaugh (LWV of Saratoga) 
Cindy Weissend (LWV of Schenectady) 
Heide Westergard (LWV of Schenectady) 
Stephen Winters (LWV of Albany) 
Arielle Wolinsky (LWV of Albany)  

 
 

2019 State League Staff 
 

Laura Ladd Bierman, Executive Director  
Linda Bondi, Office Manager and Bookkeeper 
Colleen Geary, Annual Fund Manager 
Marissa Goddard, Development Assistant 
Lisa Allendorph, Local League Bookkeeper Services (not at Convention) 
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