
2019 Students Inside Albany 

The 2019 Students Inside Albany Conference had 60 attendees representing 42 local 
Leagues, MAL Units and ILO’s. The students came from all over New York State from 

Long Island to Buffalo and Plattsburgh to Binghamton. They ranged from freshmen to seniors in high 
school. They were energetic and enthusiastic to learn about New York State government. 
 
On Sunday evening, Jennifer Wilson, former LWVNYS Legislative Director, presented information on how 
New York State Government works. She explained the roles of the various branches of New York State 
government and the differences between the state government and the other levels of government, eg, 
national and local.  
 
On Monday, the students toured the state Capitol and heard about whose faces are on those engraved 
stones and the secret of the fireplaces in the Senate Chambers.  Back at the hotel, NY Assemblywoman 
Pat Fahy (NY District 109) talked with them about effective lobbying, how to approach legislators, make 
your arguments and be persuasive.  She allowed the students to perform role playing and lobby her 
about an issue.  
 
On the way to the Capitol that afternoon, the students had a tour of the Chambers of the Court of 
Appeals and heard about the different levels of the judiciary in New York State from Gary Spencer, 
Public Information Officer of the Court.  
 
Continuing up the hill to the Capitol and Legislative Office Building, the students were directed to find 
their Assemblymember’s offices and shadow their legislator. All of the students were escorted onto the 
Assembly floor and introduced on the floor of the Chamber. They viewed the legislators at their desks 
and the Chamber in session.  
 
That evening, Elissa Kane, Albany Public Library Trustee, and Lynne Lekakis, Albany County Legislator, 
spoke to the students about running for office. They outlined how to gather signatures for petitions, 
work with the parties, fundraise and participate in a candidate forum or debate.  The students had many 
questions about the exact procedures and were encouraged to consider running for office at the local 
level. 
 
On Tuesday, Julia Watson, Communications Coordinator from the Alliance for Quality Education, 
presented information to the students on education issues and the methods they use to advocate for 
these issues. The topic was of particular interest to the students who asked many questions on financing 
education, Common Core and APPR. Liz Moran, Environmental Policy Director for NYPIRG, spoke as well, 
about their lobbying efforts to ensure clean air and water, especially in low income areas.  
 
The students shadowed their Senator on Tuesday and again were escorted to the floor to watch the 
session. 
 
On Wednesday morning, Jim Anderson, one of the chaperones and a seasoned-activist, engaged the 
students in a discussion of what they saw in the Assembly and Senate. Much of the discussion 
surrounded questions on procedures and voting in both Chambers and the role of leadership in each 
Chamber.  The students were also presented individually with a certificate for attendance at the 
Conference. A few students noted that they had been offered internships in the legislators’ offices for 
the summer.  



 
Just for fun, the students also went bowling one night at a local bowling alley that provided laser lights, 
disco lights, black lights, and runway lights combined with the latest music videos on a giant screen.  
 
Quotes from some of the students included: 

 It really gave me an in-depth look at the inner workings of our government 

 I’ve become more motivated to bring up issues that matter to me and start change in my 
community 

 A lot of my opinions were challenged and it was a great learning experience 

 I was surprised how closely my assemblymember and senator work together for my community 

 Politicians are real people, too! I wasn’t afraid to ask any kind of question. 

 I learned that the politicians are actually there for the people, not themselves 

 I was surprised at how much Democrats and Republicans compromised and worked together 

 I want to run for state assembly now! 

 It change my view on politics from why don’t they pass that bill to where are they getting the 
funding for that bill. 

 It shed light on the legislative process and made me rethink things. 
 
Thanks to all of our chaperones: Jodie Reaver (LWV of Rivertowns), Betty Ann King (LWV of the North 
Country), Crystal Joseph (LWV of NYC), Lori Robinson (LWV of Buffalo), Jim Anderson (LWV of Buffalo) 
and Judie Gorenstein (LWV of Rivertowns). We couldn’t host this program without the tremendous work 
and support of these volunteers! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


